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12TH LOOK TO THE MOUNTAIN DRIVE/RIDE JULY 19-21

Once again the Cahills are offering us this wonderful driving/riding opportunity.  Come for a weekend or a 
day. Enjoy miles of scenic Chocorua & Tamworth gravel roads.  Follow the shady brook trail and enjoy 
great riding through Hemenway State Forest.  Ride or drive to beautiful Chocorua Lake and up to the 
spectacular vista at Mountain View Farm.  There are several hills on this ride, but an unconditioned 
horse going slowly will manage. 

Camp at Coruway Farm at the foot of Mt. Chocorua where LeGrand Cannon penned ‘Look to the 
Mountain.’   Take a cool dip in Chocorua Lake, a ½ mile from camp.

West Nile and negative Coggins required.  Please let the Cahills know by July 15th if you plan to 
come.  All the details are in the attached flyer.

15TH ANNUAL ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL DRIVE/RIDE 

The weather cooperated much better this year for the 15th Annual Ellet & Shirley Seavey Memorial 
Carriage Drive.  It was quite warm 
for early June, but the breeze and 
tree cover made for an enjoyable 
drive.  By 10am Sunday, June 2nd 3 
hearty riders and 5 carriages; 3 
pairs and 2 single horses had 
arrived and drove around Little 
Massabesic Lake and Tower Hill 
Pond.  Trails and loops ranging 
from 2-3 miles to as much as 6-8 
miles were available and the footing 
on the dirt carriage trails and fire 
roads, even with the rain was 
superb.  

The rocks into the field on Depot 
Road had not been moved like past 
years, but most trailers were able to 
get into the gate next to the field.   
We are still working with Manchester                                   
        Tower HIll Pond Trail  



Water Works to getting a bigger, permanent gate.  Linda   and I were 
horseless as the truck  decided to have a leaking brake                                                                                   
line as we were hooking up in the driveway.  Happy the line let go in 
the driveway not on the road.    

   Sonja & Bob Cahill   
Linda and  I would like to thank 
all that participated, noting 
Norman and Trisha Brown came 
from way up North, on such a 
warm day, they get the long 
distance award.  Thanks, also 
goes out to  Boo Martin for bringing                                            The  Overpass
her pair and 3 new members with her.  Most everyone took the long loop around the maze off Depot Road 
and then up and around Tower Hill Pond, which   is one of the prettiest trails in the area.  

The attendance numbers for this drive have been dropping in recent years from the 40+ we hosted in 
2007, 08 and 09, to 1, 2 or 3 riders/drivers in 2010, 11 and 12.  This year we were pleased to have 21 

members attend, even with the hotter 
than normal weather.  We would love 
input from club members as to ways to 
make the drive more appealing to more 
drivers and riders.  Maybe a 2 day 
drive with camping in the field; or have 
cones, obstacles and/or a pace and 
have some friendly completion, etc…  
Please take a minute and contact any 
club  officer, Board of Director, or                                                                                                                            
Linda and I directly with ideas,dates, 
etc… for this event.  Our email is 
wilking1@comcast.net.  

 Riders
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If you use these trails please remember to 
clean up manure if possible, so we do not 
lose this wonderful driving and riding area. 

Linda and I are committed to continue to 
host this important drive for our club, and 
continue to honor the commitment and 
vision of some of our founding members, 
Ellet and Shirley    Seavey.
                          
   Sincerely, Linda & Eric Wilking

                                                                                                               
                                       Group Lunch

BARN FIRES

There is nothing more horrible than a barn fire when there are animals in the barn!  We all need to do 
everything possible to prevent such fires and or to get help when one does happen.  Here are some 
suggestions in addition to the usual ones about being careful of electrical problems, oily rags and so forth.

1       Many horse barns are not visible from the road and are poorly marked - put up a sign readable from 
the street at night at the entrance with your farm name or house number - they can't help you if they can't 
find you

2          Some driveway entrances aren't wide enough to allow big trucks to turn off the narrow street - A 
wider entrance will help them (and you with that new super-deluxe long trailer you've been dreaming of).

3        When fire officials heard 'barn fire' their assumption had been a storage structure for hay etc, not 
one with live animals and definitely not one which might house people.  They always respond quickly, but 
even more effort is made when lives are at stake than when its just a building - make sure you are clear 
people or animals are involved when you call in the fire and take time to get to know your local fire 
company so they know you and what your set-up is.

4       Many barns are very cluttered - 'nuf said

5     Very few barns have sprinkler systems or hard-wired fire/smoke-alarms to a nearby domicile.   This 
can be costly, it is not required by code in barns, but worth it to a larger operation or one where the barn 
is attached to the house.

6        Long aisles with exits at either end are common - in a fire, it would be difficult to get the horses in 
the middle of the barn out.

7         Most barns don't have out an evacuation plan - in a lightning fire, grooms released the horses and 
shut the stall doors behind them which saved them from running back to their stalls, but the loose horses 
became a hazard to the firefighters and their equipment and 2 ran out to a main road with fatal results.  
He suggests planning where you will put them once you
are out of the building (i.e. unattached ring/field) and practicing it.

8 Do you have a priority on which animal to get out first?

9 Does everyone at your barn understand that people's safety MUST be considered FIRST?



10 Does everyone know where the phone and the fire extinguishers are? - in the barn and house?

11 And is there a list of emergency numbers prominently displayed by the phone?

Having fire extinguishers in the barn is another simple precaution.  Ideally one at every entrance, make 
sure its not buried, but consider covering it with a cover marked FIRE to keep them functioning in a 
"dusty" environment.   It should be at least 10-15lb A-B-C rated and checked annually for charge. CO2 
extinguishers contain sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) which can compress like a rock and become 
useless over time unless you periodically loosen up the powder by turning the extinguisher upside down 
(you will feel it move)

HORSE POEM
sent in by Cresca Albright

Why do I like horses? I think I must be mad.
My mother wasn't horsey - And neither was my dad.
But the madness hit me early - and it hit me like a curse.
And I've never gotten better. In fact I've gotten worse.
I hardly read a paper - but I know who's sold their horse.
And I wouldn't watch the news - Unless Mr. Ed was on, of course.
One eye's always on the heavens - but my washing waves in vain
As I rush to get the horses in - in case it's gonna rain.
I spend up every cent I've got - on horsey stuff for sure
I buy saddles, bridles, fancy boots - and then I buy some more.
I can't sew on a button - I don't even try
But I can back a truck and trailer - in the twinkling of an eye.
It's jeans and boots that I live in night and day
And that smell of sweaty horses just doesn't wash away.
I ache from long forgotten falls. My knees have got no skin.
My toes have gone a funny shape - from being stomped on again and again.
But late at night, when all is still - and I've gone to give them hay,
I touch their velvet softness and my worries float away.
They give a gentle nicker and they nuzzle through my hair

And I know it's where my heart is - more here than anywhere. 
~ Author Unknown

FOR SALE

Road cart and harness  $1500.  
Cart with 45" wheels, shafts 74"  
for 15-16hd. horse.   Excellent 
condition. LaSalle russet 
harness, soft beautiful leather 
harness for 15-16hd. horse.  
Excellent condition.
Please call Sonja at 
978-851-5124, 
rjcmoosecaboose@yahoo.com

Meadowbrook Cart   Made by Valentine & Co. circa 1900.   Original condition.   Wheels re-rubbered.  
Excellent condition.   Some extras included.  App. shaft length 80 inches.   Shaft height 36 inches.   Width 
at points 25 inches.   Used with a 15 hand Morgan.   $499.  Photos available.   Located in east central 
Vermont.    Contact Lynne Miller 802-785-4410; ghhf75@sover.net.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

JULY 5-7  GSCA SUE ROGERS DRIVE/RIDE. Land’s End Farm, Reading, Vt. 
  Reservations  required.  Contact Sue Rogers.  (802) 952-8456.
JULY 7 SENIOR BEGINNER CARRIAGE DRIVING CLASSES.. Weekly on 
Sundays until July 29   The Carriage Barn,  Kingston, NH Contact: (603) 
378-0140.

JULY 13  TOUCHSTONE FARM HORSE SHOW. Temple . NH COntac t :Kr i s Young 
 kyoung@touchstone-frm.org, (603) 654-6308.

JULY 13  MDC DAY OF DRIVING AT CURT BONNEY’S FARM. Canton,ME. Contact: 
 president@mainedrivingclub.org 

JULY 14  WALDINGFIELD HDT,  Ipswich,MA. Information: http://www.americandrivingsociety.org/

JULY 19-21  GSCA LOOK TO THE MOUNTAIN DRIVE/RIDE WEEKEND. Chocoura, NH Contact: 
 S o n j a & B o b C a h i l l ( 9 7 8 ) 8 5 1 - 5 1 2 4 . c e l l : ( 9 7 8 ) 7 2 6 - 6 1 7 3 o r 
 rjcmoosecaboose@yahoo.com

AUG. 2-4  GSCA NORTHEAST KINGDOM DRIVE/RIDE. Danville, VT. Contact: Deb Hunt 
 (802)684-2583 or waterhook@myfairpoint.net

AUG 3-4 GMHA 25/25/50-MILE RIDE & DRIVE. Conditioning Distance.  S. Woodstock, VT. 
 Contact:(802) 457-4471.

AUG 5-9 KID’S CARRIAGE DRIVING CLASSES. The Carriage Barn, Kingston, NH 
 Contact: (603) 378-0140.

AUG 13-15 ADULT CARRIAGE DRIVING CLASSES. The Carriage Barn, Kingston, NH 
 Contact: (603) 378-0140.

AUG 17 MDC DAY OF DRIVING FUN. Larry & Vicky Catlett’s. Leeds. ME. Contact: 
 president@mainedrivingclub.org 
AUG 24-5 GMHA COMBINED DRIVING EVENT. S. Woodstock, VT. Contact:(802) 457-4471

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB 

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Name (include all family members):_____________________________________________________________________
 

_Address:________________________________________________________State______Zip:_______________ 

Phone___________________________________E-Mail_________________________________________     

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  Renewal____

Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?_________TOTAL SENT________________

Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.  

Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking (603) 731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking, 162 Pickpocket, Rd., Brentwood,NH 03833
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Picture sent in by Dave Herrick.  No history unfortunately.

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

                                                                                                                                              


