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RESERVATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR SHELBURNE DRIVE SEPTEMBER 23-27
Drivers Only,   12 stalls available!

Once again Shelburne Farms is opening its 1400 acres and 
miles of dirt roads to members of the GSCA.  Originally a 
Vanderbilt/Webb family estate and designed by Frederick 
Law Olmstead, Shelburne Farms features unbelievably 
huge Adirondack-style mansions and barns interesting in 
their own right; a working dairy barn; cheese-making on 
site; Farm Barn with activities and farm animals; Market 
Garden; gift shop. Shelburne Farms is a non-profit 
organization promoting environmental and agricultural 
education to the public.

Stabling is in the beautiful Coach Barn which offers box 
stalls, water, covered carriage storage & toilet.  Daily drive 
outs at your leisure, traditional GSCA picnic, & dinner at 
a local restaurant.  Camping available nearby as are many 
hotels and motels.  

Reservations are required as  the stabling is limited so make yours now.  The flyer and reservation form 
are attached to this newsletter.  

GSCA ANNUAL MEETING ONCE MORE A HIT! 
by Connie Moses

Highlighted by speaker John Greenall sharing his 40+ 
years of knowledge of everything from driving bits to 
tandem rigs to keeping your horses hydrated during long 
trailer trips, our yearly Annual Meeting and dinner was 
enjoyed by nearly half our Members from all across New 
England! John (Greenall Carriage House, South 
Woodstock, VT) boasts a background as judge, official, 
clinician or competitor in driving, dressage, endurance 
riding, past/present officer of ADS, USEF, FEI etc. which 
truly makes him a fount of information!  As President, I 
was especially pleased when Mr. Greenall complimented 
our driving club as being possibly the most active he had 
ever come across! Thanks for that as always goes totally to 
the terrific volunteer spirit of our Drive Hosts, who keep 
our drive/ride events going and well managed! 

I share here John's hydration recipe--"Slurpy Meal"-- with 
all the club, to feed to your horses before, during and after trailer journeys and avoid the issue of them not drinking.   

 



"SLURPY"  RECIPE  
1 cup Beet Pulp 1/2 cup Sweet Feed 1/2 cup bran  LOTS 
of water Feed this mix:  the night before, the morning of 
and during travel to keep your horse hydrated. More beet 
pulp with lots of water can be offered at your destination.

Another valuable tip from John was to mount one of those tall, 
floppy bicycle flags onto your carriage, to increase your 
visibility to traffic especially when you are just below the crest of a hill!  

The Buffet dinner at the Puritan Backroom was as tasty and abundant as ever. A short Business Meeting followed 
where outgoing GSCA officers were honored and our incomings were announced (see elsewhere). Prize Winners 
were also announced:  

PARTICIPATION AWARD was a 4-way tie for 2011 between Carolyn Townsend, Becky Greenan, and Rick and 
Connie Moses. 
The MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD as chosen by 
the Club, sponsored by Ellet and Shirley Seavey Funds-- 
and its $50 Award money-- went to Deb Hunt. 
And the $25 DOOR PRIZE was won by Jim Owen.

Then it was time for the GSCA FUNd-raising Auction, 
which once again was lively and entertaining thanks to 
Eric Wilking and Bob Cahill, Auctioneers Extraordinaire, 
and Linda Wilking and Marilyn WIlliams' bid-tracking 
and accounting! The biggest-ticket items were artworks 
and prints, a painted cast iron miniature of a Budweiser 
delivery wagon, and a lovely lady's coaching hat, plus 
several generous Gift Certificates for clinics and a trail 
ride.  It's always delightful to see old friends and new at 
the GSCA's popular annual get-together! THANKS to all 
who could make it, and to all contributors to the Auction!!!   

Eric Wilking looks for bids

D.Rourke, J. Greenall,C.Townsend,B.Greenan,,C.Mathiesen                    Linda & Marilyn keep track of bidding



 

L - Bob Cahill & Eric Wilking getting ready to take bids on
a harness                                                                        

                                                                                                    
R - Carolyn Mathiesen looks pleased with her new                                                                                                    
purchase, while Dot Rourke looks on                                                                           

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                               Sylvia Miskoe models her new hat
Marilyn Williams receives her new purchase

                                                  NEW OFFICERS 
Elected for 2012 (GSCA Board consists of the 4 Officers plus 3 Directors) 

President--  Connie Moses for second 2-yr. term; 
Vice President--  Cathy McLeod for 1-yr. vacancy 

Secretary--  David Herrick for first 2-yr. term 
Director-- Laurie Goodwin for first 2-yr. term  

Current Officer serving in 2012: Marilyn WIlliams, Treasurer (2nd 2-year term expires in 2013)  
Directors also serving in 2012: Sonja Cahill (2nd 2-year term expires in 2013) John Burnham (2nd 2-year term expires 

in 2013)   
APPOINTMENTS for 2012: Newsletter Editor -- Ginger Laplante 

Website Liaison - Sonja Cahill
Social Media Coordinator -  Stephanie Merrill

Nominating Committee: Claudia Libis Stephanie Merrill Eric WIlking  

GSCA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS !
 These New Members attended our Annual Meeting: Carolyn Mathiesen of West Boylston, MA Earlene Vetere & Bill 
Cooper, of Springfield, NH  

And welcome to other New Members so far in 2012!
NORMAN & PATRICIA BROWN, of Jefferson, NH LAURIE BRYAN of HANCOCK, NH ALISON J FELLOWS, of  
WINCHESTER, MA SUZIE GREINACHER, of HOPEWELL JCT., NY CHER GRIFFIN, of AUBURN, NH ANNA 



JENOSKI, of WINDHAM, NH NANCY C. KYLE, of PEMBROKE, NH    JAN POWERS, of MONROE, NH SUSAN 
ROGERS, of PROCTORSVILLE, VT  

 GSCA WELCOMES STEPHANIE MERRILL AS OUR NEW SOCIAL MEDIA 
COORDINATOR

Stephanie has a corporate background in accounting, technical writing, and product management  and 
has worked for Pepsi-Cola, Kronos Incorporated, and Oracle Corporation.   She became involved with 
therapeutic riding and driving through the Horse Power Instructor  school and became a PATH certified 
riding instructor in 2004 and driving instructor in 2007.  She worked at UpReach Therapeutic Riding 
Center and although not teaching now, continues to  volunteer there for special projects, such as driving 
UpReach's horse Lulu in preparation  for Lulu's participation in the therapeutic driving program there.   On 
a volunteer note, she was a ski patroller at Jay Peak Resort in VT, Secretary on the Board of Directors for 
The Maugus Club in Wellesley,MA, and Treasurer on the Board of Directors for New England Sports and 
Recreation.   She enjoys driving her Welsh Cob Hatty, and you will often see them accompanied by their 
mountain bike escort and husband Chuck!

SYNOPSIS OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 19, 2012 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
OF THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION

The 2012 annual membership meeting of The Granite State Carriage Association  was held 
on Sunday, February 19, 2012, with approximately 40 members attending 

At 12:54 p.m. the President, Connie Moses, called the meeting to order, thanked everyone for attending and 
introduced each current Board member.  She then proceeded to introduce the newest members of the 
association present at the meeting:  Each of the Drive Hosts who were present were introduced and asked 
to briefly describe the event they host.

At 1:05 p.m., the President introduced the guest speaker, John Greenall, who spoke on several topics.  The 
first topic was regarding the importance of keeping horses properly hydrated during transportation and 
participation in the various activities we, as owners, subject them to.  He handed around his recipe for a 
“Slurpy” meal that he feeds the night before, the morning of, and during travel to keep his horses properly 
hydrated, thereby greatly reducing the risk of colic.  John then turned to the subject of proper bits and 
bitting.  He brought a variety of bits and briefly explained the advantages of each and handed them around 
for members to more closely inspect and answered questions from several members.  He then explained the 
differences between a regular singles harness and the harnesses used 
when driving tandem.  Lastly, John touched briefly on the subject of 
the driver proficiency exam that is used in England and mentioned that 
this is something that the CAA and the ADS are considering 
implementing here in the US.  He mentioned that he has taken the 
courses required to enable him to judge driver proficiency at the 
beginner and advanced beginner levels and that Andy Marcoux was 
certified to judge driver proficiency at all levels.  At 2:00 p.m. John 
concluded his presentation and the President called the business 
meeting to order.

 Marilyn Williams,  presented the Treasurer’s report.  She noted that the 
balance in the Association’s checking account at the beginning of 2011 
was $2,551.37 and the balance at the end of 2011 was approximately 
$2,586.40 with income slightly exceeding expenses for the year.  The 
balance in the Association’s money market account at the end of 2011 
was approximately $10,063.18.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted as 
read.  It was noted that complete details of the Treasurer's Report for 
2011 were available as handouts for anyone who wished to have them.  
Marilyn also briefly mentioned that if anyone was interested, she had 
raffle tickets for a $50 certificate to LL Bean to raise money for Mary 
Gray to attend the 2012 Para-Olympics.

The nominating Committee made its’ report and  the President 
recognized and thanked Board member, Cathy McLeod, for her past 
service as Secretary to the Board, and presented her with a lovely pin.           Boo Martin and John Greenall 

                                                                                                    chat at the end of the meeting



 A Certificate of Appreciation was     presented to Bob Townsend for his
 service during 2011 on the Board as Vice President of Programs, which Caroline Townsend accepted on his 
behalf.

Lucia Owen then mentioned that the dates for the Shelburne drive are final and that she had registration 
forms with her for anyone wishing to sign up for this popular event.  The President announced that 
Carolyn Townsend would be handing out the packets to each drive host present at the meeting.  She  then 
mentioned that Stephanie Merrill was working on setting up a Facebook account for the Association and 
its members and that it would be a closed group (only for the Association's members) and to keep an eye on 
the newsletter for more information concerning this.

The awards were then presented by Sonja Cahill & Ginger Laplante  and Linda Wilking  had John Greenall 
draw the number for the door prize.  There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was 
adjourned at 2:20 p.m.  Eric Wilking and Bob Cahill then proceeded with the auction.

               
GSCA GROUP ON FACEBOOK!      

by Administrators:  Connie Moses and Stephanie Merrill  

Your Club has recently started a "closed" group on Facebook, for GSCA Club Members only. Here we can: 
Share comments Post our own Announcements and reminders of events and happenings Visit to see what 
other Members have been doing Upload photographs to share

Our Drive "Events" will be posted along with other GSCA information and photographs. We welcome 
Members' news, input, and updates from the horse world.  We plan to invite Members to the GSCA Granite 
State Carriage Association Facebook Group who have existing Facebook accounts. To invite you to the 
Facebook group, we plan to use the Email associated with your GSCA membership. If the Email you use as 
a GSCA Member is NOT the same as your "Facebook-assciated" Email, please contact either Administrator:  
Connie Moses at     connie@PortraitsWithHorses.com     or Stephanie Merrill at     smeryl@gmail.com    and 
let us know which Email to use to identify you in Facebook.  

All members of this Facebook Group are added by Administrator approval only and the intention is to allow 
only current members of GSCA. If we add you or you join and later decide you do not wish to be included, 
you may easily "leave" the Group, or ask an Administrator to remove you. You may invite other Facebook 
friends to join, and we will invite them to become Members of the GSCA and thus be eligible for our FB 
Group.  

To join the GSCA Facebook group, you must 
(1) have a Facebook account, and you must 
(2) "Friend" an Administrator of the GSCA Group, either Connie Moses or Stephanie Merrill. 
If you have not yet joined Facebook, visit www.Facebook.com to create an account for yourself, or ask your 
children, grandchildren, or friends who are Facebook-knowledgeable to help you get started!  Privacy of the 
GSCA group will be monitored, and Members' comments and photos will only be viewable by other Club 
Members who have also joined the GSCA Facebook Group. The Facebook public will see that a GSCA 
Group exists (if they search FB for "GSCA"). However, the Facebook public will NOT be able to see who is in 
the Group, nor comments, pictures, or any postings made by Members of the Group, nor will your personal 
Facebook Friends.  

We are excited to add this Facebook Group as a dimension of social sharing for the GSCA membership. We 
also are in the early stages of creating a GSCA Facebook "Page" designed for the general Facebook public, to 
inform horse folks and interested people on Facebook about our Club. Both this Page and the Group will 
point folks to our GSCA website. We will continue to send our Newsletter via e-mail (and printed via snail 
mail to those who request print.) 

AND, we will be creating a new printed Brochure for the GSCA, to be used to attract potential members 
wherever print media serves the best. We also plan to revamp our GSCA website!  FYI, we should also 
mention the "CONES Carriage drivers Of New England" Group on Facebook, another "closed" group which 
is actively sharing info and news in the New England horse world, often about competitive driving and 
clinics. Inquire with Stephanie about the CONES group if you have any questions or would like to join.

  **FACEBOOK GENERAL INFO: In your Facebook account, once established, you control who may see your 
personal comments on your own Facebook news page. You may choose your "Friends" by inviting them to 
"Friend" you and thus share on your personal pages. You may designate two different levels of Friends, either 
"Close Friends" or "Acquaintances," to manage who sees how much of your own page. When you put your own 



comments and photos on Facebook, you may at that time or at any future time elect to share that comment or 
photo [album] only with "Close Friends" or with "Close Friends and Acquaintances." There is also a "Family" 
designation and other sharing-level lists which you create and customize.  Being a Member of the GSCA group 
does not allow other Club Members to view your personal Facebook page unless you are "Friends" with them. 
You and any other Facebook user must agree to be "Friends" to give permission to each other to share your 
personal pages. You always have multiple privacy controls over whatever personal information you choose to 
share on Facebook-- or not.

CARRIAGE BARN SELLING BLANKETS & MORE!
Proceeds benefit The Carriage Barn Equine Assisted Therapy Programs

Horse Blankets, Sheets, Coolers, and Rugs – Currently available in sizes 48 through 84.  Hundreds to 
choose from!   Horse Blankets / Sheets, $25 each   Neck Covers, $5 each  Also for sale:  Saddle pads, tack & 
other supplies, breeches, boots, half chaps & other apparel.

Terms:  Used, As is (assume all need cleaning).  Buyer picks up or pays shipping & handling (quoted before 
completion of sale).  Payments accepted:  Cash, Check, Money Order, and PayPal. Contact The Carriage 
Barn for a list of what is available today.  Call 603-378-0140 or e-mail carriage-barn@comcast.net
 
A 501c3 Not-for-Profit Organization that seeks to promote the health and well-being of disabled individuals 
by enhancing their physical, psychological, cognitive and emotional healing and strengthening through 
equine activities.   Thank you for your support!

 
UPDATE ON TRAIL RULES AT MANCHESTER WATER WORKS

 
The new rule ENV-DW902.39 did not get submitted and approved last year. The goal was to require manure 
pickup on all gravel roads/trails where horses are allowed to ride. I am watching it and have asked for a 
status report from the state engineer Paul Susca who is responsible for completion of the draft. 
As many of you know once the draft is completed it has to go before the public for a hearing then it goes 
to the legislature: Apparently due to budget cuts most regulations like this are on hold.
 
The current rule only requires that you stay out of the water (dogs also must stay out of the waters & on 
leash at all times), going into the water is a violation, also stay off the causeway (dam) as this is Not 
considered a gravel road or trail. 
 
Parking is limited and risky if you park on the trailhead of the rail trail system(depot rd) as hikers, bikers 
may approach your horse from the wrong direction. If you are interested, the SNHSS (Southern NH 
Snowslickers) again have offered a reduced fee to use their locked parking area and have access to the 
clubhouse for use of the bathrooms, should you need it. Also spreading your manure into the woods at the 
edge of the parking area, is totally acceptable with them.

The annual fee is $20 w/a 1x fee of $10 for the electronic key to open the computer controlled gate, new 
gate light weight...very nice!  If you're interested please contact me directly as I manage the equestrian
memberships.   Happy trails winter should be over soon!!           Avis Rosenfield avis.rosenfield@yahoo.com

DRIVING ON THE INTERNET
Three subjects of interest on U-Tube

Sleigh Racing in Holland.  Wonderful traditional sleighs, harness and 
costumes.  Two U-tube offeingshttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_-
T9GuvKRA&feature=related_ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1kpEOLuiAY&feature=youtube_gdata

The Opening Parade of the Munich Octoberfest.  Wonderful multiple 
hitches to decorated wagons.    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIjtUrmDTUI

Clydesdale Horses at the 2008 Royal Highland Show.  with a wonderful background song of the plowman 
telling his horse how much he will miss him.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=6Qh3CBipDGc&NR=1



FOR SALE

Historic GSCA Photos on CD!   Dave Herrick treated Annual Meeting attendees to a continuous slide 
show, created from GSCA archived photos and recent drive/ride events. Some of them may be YOU!! 
CDs will be made available of these interesting photographs. Dave Herrick has offered to make CDs for 
those desiring to purchase them. A $10 donation to GSCA will be accepted by the Treasurer. Please contact 
Marilyn WIlliams, mwilliams@courier.com to order, or send payment to GSCA Photo CD, Marilyn Williams, 
54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052

2 horses in need of new homes.  I have a friend that needs to find a new home for 2 of her horses.  Due to
family health issues she is unable to continue to care for all of her horses. She has a super cute coming 4 
yr old 15hd grade mare blue roan pinto with bald face that is green broke.  Honest and sweet mare that 
needs tlc and work. $350.00.  The other is a nicely bred yearling warmblood colt. Not exactly sure on his 
price but its free or very cheap.  Both horses were supposed to go to auction this week but she cant get 
them there.  I'm reaching out to friends who might think they would know someone that would
want one or both of these horses.  I do have pics of the mare but none of the colt. If someone is interested I 
can get some. These two do not have to go together. Sharon  zeusdog@metrocast.net

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

MAR. 17 SKIJORING DEMONSTRATION.  RAGGED MOUNTAIN, DANBURY, NH. 
Contact: Deebee Bechta, Sec, NE Skijoring Assn.  Deebee@nesja.com

MAR. 24 STONEWALL FARM ANNUAL SAP GATHERING CONTEST.  KEENE, NH. 
Contact: (603) 357-7278 for information.

MAR. 31**** TOUR OF NYC CARRIAGE HORSE STABLES & BRUNCH - FREE but registration required
Clinton Park Stables, 618 W. 52md St, NYC. Horse & Carriage Assn of NYC. 
More Info. & to register:http://clipclopnyc.com/stable-tour/

APR. 15,29, SPRING FLING ADT SERIES Mary Gray Driving Center, Verrill Stables, Danville, NH. 
MAY ? TBA Contact: (603) 974-2357 or  mgdrivingcenter@comcast.net 

JULY 6-8 HORSEMANSHIP CLINICS WITH JACK BRAINARD. Kokonini Farm, Wentworth, NH. 
JULY 11-13 Contact: chris@rstours or (603) 764-5905

JULY 14-15 SUZY  STAFFORD DRIVING CLINIC. Sponsored by the Maine Driving Club at Camelot Hills 
Farm, Dover Foxcroft, ME.  Contact: Beth Steinke ionaskye@aol.com.

JULY 17-19 HORSEMANSHIP CLINICS WITH EITAN BETH-HALACHMY. .Kokonini Farm, Wentworth, 
JULY 22-24 NH. Contact: chris@rstours or (603) 764-5905

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB 

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT 
 (Riders Welcome)

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Name:______________________________________Address:___________________________________ 

____________________________State______Zip:_______________ Phone________________________

E-Mail____________________________________     New Membership ____  Renewal____

Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.  

For more info. call:  Treasurer Marilyn Williams (603) 594-0987
Please make checks payable to: GSCA

Mail to: Marilyn Williams, 54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052



Shopping at Liz Herrick’s great grandfather’s store, the McKenzie Trading 
Company, Phillips, ME. 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

            


