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PLANNING MEETING!!
PLANNING MEETING!!
Saturday, November 5th
Amherst Town Library
Amherst, NH
Followed by Dinner at the Weathervane Restaurant!
This is the meeting where we plan all our activities for the next
year, 2012!!! It is your chance as a member to tell us what you like
and do not like about our drives and programs. And it is your chance
to tell us what you would like us to do next year. So do please plan
to attend!
This year the meeting will be held at the Amherst, NH Town library followed by dinner at the nearby
Weathervane restaurant with GSCA paying for $10 of your dinner bill. It should be a productive and fun
evening so plan to come and help us plan for a fun and active 2012.
The flyer is again being sent out with this newsletter with all the details. Reservations are required for
the dinner . Connie Moses has extended
the deadline to November 1st!!

DESPITE THE WEATHER FORECAST,
THE SUN SHONE ON SHELBURNE
GSCA Members Enjoy Shelburne Farms
VT Drive-- Sept. 25-29
Deb & Jim Hunt of Danville, VT:
For our first visit to Shelburne Farms we
had three days of sunshine, light breeze
and dazzle on the lake
[Champlain]-about as nice as it can be in Vermont. We
loved driving on the beautiful grounds,
visiting the Ring Barn [historic name for
Breeding Barn] and having lunch at the
Farm Barn café. It was fun to be both a
tourist and a tourist attraction and Ben
was doing much better with flash bulbs by
the end of our visit. Goal for next year:
conquering the Guard Llama hazard!
Driving along the shore of Lake Champlain on the way to the
picnic drive.
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Lucia & James Owen of Stoneham, ME: The Shelburne drive was
only our third adventure with GSCA, and we especially
enjoyed meeting the other people who came. We talked horses
and driving in the most beautiful setting imaginable. And then
we got to drive in that setting. It's hard to convey the special
beauty of the vistas that included both gorgeous buildings and
lake shore or sweeping open fields. Driving, of course, makes you
feel that you have a special connection that ordinary folks miss
at a place like that. The other thing we were aware of was the
amazing amount of work that went into making the drive
happen. Thanks, Connie! And I hope we left the barn
immaculate. (A confession: before we knew no horses were
allowed in the courtyard, we took some great shots of Royal and
the chrysanthemums.) Thanks again.
Linda & Eric Wilking of Brentwood, NH: We had a very rainy drive
home, had hoped to get out on Thursday for a quick drive but it
was raining too hard. I found out on Wednesday night that
Spinny had lived at the farm that we got to go through. I was
wondering why she was acting up at the barn, she wanted to go
in! We had a wonderful time. The breeding barn tour was very
interesting to us. The campground [Shelburne Campground] was
clean and very enjoyable. The driving was just magnificent,
beautiful view on every trip. It is definitely on the list to do again.

Lucia & James Owen followed by Linda
& Eric Wilking
Sandra Sensel of Beacon, NY & friends (written by
Connie M.): Sandra returned to Shelburne again
with her faithful Gideon plus two very nice ladies,
Eunice Shumalski and Susan Greinacher as her
grooms and passengers. Gideon is a fine draft
cross mix with plenty of size and action. Sandra
Sandra Sensel and friends
and friends had nice driving again this
year at Shelburne. They led the way to
the picnic drive on Wednesday and
outpaced everyone. Then we enjoyed our
traditional dinner together at a Senselrecommended restaurant, the Lake View
House, which turned out to be very
remarkable dining!
Rick Vanderploeg of Underhill, VT and
friends (written by Connie M.): Rick, who
lives in Vermont near Shelburne, has
enjoyed sharing the Club's opportunity
to drive on the Shelburne Farms grounds
the last couple of years. He drove his pair
of Morgans, bringing along sister-in-law
Daphne Hamburg of MN, and friends Jay
& Lissette Metevier of VT on different
days. Rick's horses are very well behaved.
He has converted a yellow box van into a
camper/carriage/tack room on wheels, Linda & Eric Wilking follow Rick Vanderploeg driving his Morgans
and uses it to pull his 2-horse trailer. That
with Ginger Laplante as passenger

unique van allowed us to spot Rick several times as he drove up and down Rt. 7 on Tuesday night, in
search of the Lake View House!
Connie & Rick Moses of Gilford, NH : Talk
about beating the weather forecast! All
rain (predicted) turned into all sun
except for the last full day cloudy, and
rain on the check-out day. Rick & I had
fun playing with tandem hitch two days,
with lovely mostly level dirt roads and the
Farm's wonderful views. This year we
avoided the Attack Llama but not the pig
smells-- sorry John! For diversion we
visited the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum in nearby Vergennes, with
plenty enough of interest to return a
second day. Also truly enjoyed the Farm's Connie & Rick Moses reminding the boys how to work as a tandem
Breeding Barn ("Ring" Barn) tour with other
James Owen photo.
Granite Staters, never had done that before!
Ginger & John Laplante of Canterbury, NH:
As we are without a reliable driving horse
at this time we decided to go to Shelburne
with the GSCA anyway, socialize and
perhaps drive with the folks and see the
museum again after many years. We took
our truck camper and found the Wilkings
with their horse trailer cum camper nearby
in the same campground and enjoyed a
potluck with them the last night. Both the
Moses’ and Rick Vanderploeg were kind
enough to take us driving on two days and
we enjoyed the group dinner where there
was much laughter about everyone’s
difficulty in finding the restaurant. It was
our first time driving at Shelburne and we
had a great time!
Photos by Connie Moses unless otherwise
The dinner party clockwise from L: Sandra Sensel, Rick Vanderploeg,
noted.
Rick Moses, Eric & Linda Wilking, John & Ginger Laplante, Connie Moses,
Sandra’s friends Eunice Shumalski and Susan Greinacher

HANCOCK DRIVE/RIDE SOGGY
The Hancock ride/drive, September 30th - October 2nd,
was pretty much a washout the entire weekend. Beside
Karen Desroches and me, the only other brave souls
that came out were Bob and Carolyn Townsend, and
Becky Greenan. We set up camp on Friday afternoon
hoping for the best. Unfortunately, Bob was only able to
drop the luxury camper off on Friday for Carolyn and
Becky without staying as he had another commitment.
We managed to get a good ride in before the rain came.
The newly renovated field is really beautiful and there
are even better views of the ponds. We kept a nice camp
fire going and stayed relatively dry that night.
Saturday morning it poured but we got a respite from
the rain and saddled up for a ride. Karen, Carolyn,
Becky and I took a lovely, albeit soaking wet, ride on the
red loop which is a nine mile trek through some very
pretty woods and on the historical Kings Highway. There

Frisco dealing with the rain.

was no shortage of water on the trails and before we
were half way through the skies opened up and
poured on us. We all decided to just have a good time
and forget about wet saddles, clothes, and horses.
The railroad bed, which in previous years had been
overgrown and barely passable, had been cleared by
loggers which offered us a new route to take. One end
offered some challenges but we all got through safely.
Even in the rain the trails were really very lovely.
On Saturday evening we managed another nice camp
fire to warm up with. Carolyn and Becky invited
Karen and me to dine in the luxury camper which, by
all accounts, is just like home! It was nice to enjoy
the company and not think about the driving rain.
Sunday was much of the same and not expecting any
one to come out for the day we decided to pack up our
wet soggy horses and go home. The real irony is that
we held this event one week earlier than our normal
Casey sporting fall foliage
Columbus Day weekend. Since we have been holding
this event in October this was only the second time we got rained out. Needless to say, Columbus Day
weekend was picture perfect! C'est la vie!

MISS BREEZY RETIRES AT THE
CAHILLS
Nancy Slombo's Arabian mare, Miss
Breezy, has a new home with Sonja & Bob
Cahill of Tewksbury, MA. Nancy competed
Breezy very successfully for many years in
CDE competitions but decided to retire
her in
order
to
devote more
time
to training her two young Haflinger/Welsh
ponies. When word got out that Breezy
was available to a good home, preferably to
be driven, Sonja
jumped at
the
opportunity as she and Bob have been
Nancy acquaints Sonja with Breezy
without their reliable Mustang mare, Sparky
Nevada, for several years since she crossed
the Rainbow Bridge at a ripe old age. It was a match made in heaven as Sonja & Bob have a dependable
horse again to drive recreationally and Nancy knows that Breezy is close by and in good hands with friends.

HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY PICTURES TAKEN AT THE CARRIAGE BARN
A vintage sleigh awaits you and your family
Book your holiday photos now and help support The Carriage Barn Therapy Programs.
30 minute sessions, October 29th at The Carriage Barn, South Hampton, NH
Each $75 session with Harmon Weston Photography includes:
--Sitting fee for up to 5 people
--10 of your favorite high resolution images professionally edited on disc
--$25 of sitting fee will be donated to The Carriage Barn Therapeutic Horseback Riding &
Carriage Driving Programs
Book your session today by contacting Rebekah Doughty at rcdoughty@comcast.net or 978-417-0569.
To reach The Carriage Barn directly, please call 603-378-0140 or email carriage-barn@comcast.net.
Please help us spread the word by passing this information along to anyone that might be interested.
Thank you for your support!

HELP SAVE NEW HAMPSHIRE’S TRAILS
Get Involved...
Our horse's access to trails is being curtailed more and more every day, often because of misinformation
and a lack of understanding. Not only that, but in recent years, horses have been seriously injured and
sometimes killed by speeding drivers on country roads. On numerous occasions their riders have been
frustrated to find that police are unwilling to take legal action against the driver.
Would you like to see the authorities and the general public more educated about horses "on the road?"
Are you interested in making municipalities and state organizations more aware of the economic benefit of
horses to NH?
Would you like to see more understanding about, and respect for, horses on the trails by other trail users?
If your answer is "YES," then The Horse Council WANT's YOU!
Join the NHHC Board of Directors and/or join our Community Outreach task force/committee. We want
members who will bring enthusiasm, energy and creativity to help "brain storm," plan and put into
action ways to solve some of these important issues.
Become part of something greater than yourself to make a DIFFERENCE.
Contact Hannah at: info@nhhorsecouncil.org

for more information and/or an application.

NH RAIL TRAILS COLITION ANNUAL MEETING
Important Opportunity for Trail Riding Groups...
This year's New Hampshire Rail Trails Coalition Annual Meeting agenda is Building Trails with Limited
Funding
-- A perfect opportunity to learn about rail trail issues, construction,funding and who the experts are that
can help.
Saturday, November 12th
Safety and Health Council of Northern NE
57 Regional Drive, Suite 6, Concord, NH
8:45 am to 4:00 pm
Recreational Rail Trails are open for multiple uses (walkers, bikes, horses, ATVs, snowmobiles, sled dogs, xc
skiers, etc.). All trail organizations in a given area should be involved with each other. There are a finite
number of trails in NH and the rail corridors under State ownership are typically the backbone of a trail
system. They are for all to enjoy.
Who should attend: One or two board members or prime movers in trail riding club/group
Registration: Charge is $30/person if postmarked by Saturday Nov. 5th-$40 after.
Send check, made out to New Hampshire Rail Trails Coalition, to:
P.O. Box 98, New London, NH 03257.
For more information, contact Craig Tufts at 603-226-6020 or CTufts@cnhrpc.org

TO BLANKET OR NOT TO BLANKET
Do you work your horse in winter or does he just become a paddock potato in winter? Or, if you do work
him, are you willing to take on the associated responsibilities of blanketing. In most cases, if a horse lives a
natural outdoor life, it will grow a very dense fur coat for winter which provides adequate insulation from
the cold. Given access to good nutritious hay and water, a horse will probably thrive without blankets.
When a horse digests hay, he produces plenty of heat to stay warm in cold weather.
If you intend to work your horse during the winter months, you may wish to clip the horse so that it
doesn't overheat and can be more easily dried after working. Remember, a wet coat can take hours to drylong enough to chill him. Damp fur conducts heat away from the body and may compromise the horse's
well being. But remember if you choose to body-clip your horse you are removing its natural insulative
barrier. Therefore, you must replace that insulative barrier with appropriate clothing.

You will find that there are times when even if your horse is "au natural" it might benefit from a blanket:
consider the draft produced by a moving trailer, the stress of maintaining body temperature when sick, or
the need for protection from thirsty, blood-sucking pests, and aged horses with arthritic problems may
enjoy the warmth of a blanket to help relieve stiffness. Horse owners must really be prepared for a worstcase scenario by having at least one well-fitted garment for their horse.
A properly fitted blanket will be less likely to cause rub marks or constrict your horse's natural movement.
To measure for a blanket, start at center of the chest and measure to center of the tail. Consider carefully
your personal goals for your horse as well as whether you will take the time to change, clean and repair
blankets.
Once you have decided whether or not blanketing is right for your horse, keep these things in mind:
* If you don't blanket-nature provides adequate natural fur growth given the right conditions, such as good
health and good nutrition (don't skimp here: good quality hay produces heat in intestines). Be alert to
weight loss or shivering, clear signs that your horse is using too much energy to keep warm.
* If you do blanket, change blankets daily and wash and air blankets
regularly to assure sanitary conditions for your horse.
From newsletter of the NH Horse Council

GSCA CLOTHING
We have a small selection of polo shirts and sweatshirts left in
inventory.
If you would like to purchase them please e-mail
wilking1@comcast.net or call me at 603 731-0513.
Polo shirts are $20 and sweatshirts are $30. Colors available: Tan,
Burgundy, Royal blue and Teal blue. Sweatshirts are Green. The
photo gives you an idea of what the logo looks like.
Cher Griffin from www.griffinbrook.com has our logo for the clothing.
She has a large selection of items that you can have made to order
with our logo on it. Please feel free to stop in to her tack shop or give
her a call if you would like to order anything.
She is located at 21 Londonderry Turnpike in Hooksett or call 4834833.

FOR SALE
Russet/brass harness for 12-13 hand pony. Never used. Essentials Plus Harness with quick release
tugs. Removable overcheck. $1200 or b/o with bag. 207-354-6720
or kleblanc@myfairpoint.net

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

OCT. 29

HAVE YOUR CHRISTMAS PHOTOS TAKEN AT THE CARRIAGE BARN. Hampton, NH.
Contact: photographer rcdoughty@comcast.net or (978) 417-0569 or call the Carriage barn
directly at (603)378-0140

Oct. 30
SUN.

MARY GRAY DRIVING CENTER ADT HARVEST SERIES. Mary Gray Driving Center,
Danville, NH. Contact: (603) 974-2357 or e-mail mgdrivingcenter@comcast.net

NOV. 5
SAT.

GSCA ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING. Amherst, NH. Contact: Connie Moses,
(603) 528-1531 or connie@portraitswithhorses.com

Nov. 13
SUN.

MARY GRAY DRIVING CENTER ADT HARVEST SERIES. Mary Gray Driving center
Danville, NH. Contact: (603) 974-2357 or e-mail mgdrivingcenter@comcast.net

ALWAYS REMEMBER
Every time you ride the road and/or trails you are an ambassador for all horse owners! Always be kind and
polite to everyone you meet; even if they are behaving badly. Be generous in your point of view-It's the right
thing to do.
Fall and early winter can be just as muddy as spring-even slushy, when the ground is not fully frozen. Be
aware of trail conditions. Stay off trails when conditions are not quite right or turn around if you find they
have changed. This protects our natural resources and fosters good relations with land owners.
If you are heading to the beach to ride (October 1st to April 30) remember to clean up around your trailer
and bring home any manure in the parking area and from the path to the beach.

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB
DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT
(Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name:______________________________________Address:____________________________________
____________________________State______Zip:_______________ Phone________________________
E-Mail____________________________________
New Membership ____ Renewal____
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.
For more info. call: Treasurer Marilyn Williams (603) 594-0987
Please make checks payable to: GSCA
Mail to: Marilyn Williams, 54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052

1905 Columbus Runabout
A perfect example of the transition from the horse and buggy age to the age of the auto mobile. This is
"buggymobile" had a twin cylinder 10 HP air cooled electric motor under the seat. The hood is a false
engine compartment. Notice all the 'artifacts' from the horse carriage construction. It sold in 1905 for $750!
from Jeff Morse's Green Meads Farm blog

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

Granite State Carriage Association

Annual Planning
Meeting &
Dinner

Bring Your Calendar & Ideas!
Saturday, November 5, 2011 at 2:30 - 4:30 PM
Amherst Town Library, 14 Main St. Amherst, NH
We will have the Planning Meeting at the Library
with dinner to follow at the nearby Weathervane Restaurant.
GSCA will pay $10 towards your dinner!!!

Dinner reservations are required by Oct. 10
Call Connie Moses at (603) 528-1531 or e-mail her at connie@portraitswithhorses.com

All Planning for 2012 will be done at this meeting and we are
always looking for new places to drive and new ideas so please
attend, all are welcome and we want feedback from everyone!!
This is a fun social event so come and share your ideas and a
meal with us even if you aren't hosting a drive!
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS
CONTACT
VP Programs, Bob Townsend 603)448-3478 or rstownsend@myfairpoint.net
Secretary – Cathy McLeod – (603) 673-5071 or clmcleod@myfairpoint.net
Treasurer – Marilyn Williams – (603) 594-0987 or mwilliams@courier.com
Board Members – Sonja Cahill - (978) 851-5124 or rjcmoosecaboose@yahoo.com
Jim Burnham – (603) 588-6119 or njponypower@tds.net
Laurie Goodwin – (603) 483-8797 or lauriejgoodwin@comcast.net
Ex-Officio Members – Ginger Laplante – (603) 783-4702 or canterbrk@aol.com
Cresca Albright – (603) 525-3314 or overlooked1@myfairpoint.net

If you can't come but are hosting a drive please call with pertinent information.

Driving Directions to the Amherst Library
From the North:
Take Route I-293 to the Route 3 exit in Bedford (Macy’s). Bear right onto Route
101 West. Continue on Route 101 West to the first traffic light (Route 114). Turn
left to continue on Route 101 West. Follow Route 101 West approximately 9 miles
into Amherst. Take the Route 122/Amherst exit. Turn right at the top of the ramp
onto Amherst Street. Bear left to pass the Amherst Police Station. At the first
traffic light, turn right onto Boston Post Road. At the stop sign, turn left onto
Main Street. The library is the second building on the left.
From the South:
Take the Everett Turnpike/Route 3 North to Exit 8 Amherst/Milford. Follow the
interchange road to the third traffic light. Turn right onto Amherst Street/Route
101A West. Follow approximately 7 miles to the intersection of Route 122. Turn
right onto Ponemah Road/Route 122. Continue on Route 122 through the blinking
light and straight through the traffic light. At the stop sign, turn left onto Main
Street. The library is the second building on the left.
From the East:
Take Route 101 West to Manchester. Take the I-293 North/Route 101 West exit
towards Manchester/Bedford. Take the exit for Route 101 West to
Milford/Amherst. Continue on Route 101 West to the first traffic light (Route 114).
Turn left to continue on Route 101 West. Follow Route 101 West approximately 9
miles into Amherst. Take the Route 122/Amherst exit. Turn right at the top of the
ramp onto Amherst Street. Bear left to pass the Amherst Police Station. At the
first traffic light, turn right onto Boston Post Road. At the stop sign, turn left onto
Main Street. The library is the second building on the left.
From the West:
Take Route 101 East into Amherst. Take the Ponemah Road exit (Route 122). Turn
left at the bottom of the ramp. Continue straight through the traffic light. At the
stop sign, turn left onto Main Street. The library is the second building on the left.

