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BILLINGS FARM DRIVE/RIDE COMING MAY 20TH
Once again we have the opportunity to drive the
miles of lovely carriage roads built by Laurence
Rockefeller at Billings Farm in Woodstock, VT.
This is a chance not to be missed!
The Billings Farm & Museum was opened in
1983 as an operating dairy farm and a living
museum of Vermont's rural past. Marsh-BillingsRockefeller National Historical Park, which
includes the property's residential core and 550acre forest, was created in 1992 as a gift to the
American people by Mary and Laurance
Rockefeller.
Parking will be across the road at the Farm &
Museum and is limited. So please call to let the
organizers know that you are coming.
ctownsend@myfairpoint.net Phone home: 603448-3478
bgreenan1@myfairpoint.net Phone: home: 603-632-4752.
Details are in the attached flyer.

AUBURN DRIVE/RIDE SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 3RD
NEW DATE!!!
The popular Auburn Drive has
moved from the fall to June this
year. It will still take place on the
Manchester Waterworks property.
The many loops and trails are still
open and there is a beautiful 6 mile
loop around Tower Hill Pond.
Please arrive early as in past years
over 40 riders and drivers have
come. Parking will be in the field on
Depot Rd. which is located at the
trail head behind the fire station so
there will be no bridge to cross this
year.
Bring a lunch and everyone can picnic together after the drive. All the details are in the attached flyer.

MYSTERY DRIVE IN CANTERBURY DRAWS SMALL GROUP
Everything was ready on Saturday morning. The
long and short trails were marked, the barrels set
out and out topped with baskets of envelopes
containing playing cards, the table set up with
welcoming coffee and donut holes. All we needed
were the drivers and riders. Nine o’clock and no
trailers in sight but. 10 o’clock and only Cathy
McLeod had arrived but without a horse. Eleven
o’clock and, Oh joy, two trailers pulled in plus
Rick Vanderploeg from Vermont without a horse,
because of a broken arm, but hoping for a ride in
a carriage. A bit later Connie and Rick Moses
arrived also sans horses due to truck problems.
Sonja and Bob Cahill braved a serious mud
problem to extricate their trailer and arrived with
Miss Breezy and Leslie Baxter and her niece

Leslie and Chelsea driving Holly
Chelsea Chouinard came with, Holly, a
lovely driving mare. Both with two
wheeled
carts
so
there
was,
unfortunately, no ride for Rick. Leslie
and Chelsea chose to drive the shorter
route so only Bob and Sonja played the
poker game so were the winners of the
prize, a bottle of cowboy magic.
The non drivers enjoyed the coffee and
donut holes and had a nice visit while
the drivers were out.
Afterwards
everyone had lunch together and
admired Ginger’s carriages, following
which everyone pitched in to take down
the signs, bring in the barrels and put
everything away. GInger and Claudia
were very appreciative of their help
which enabled everyone get home and
relax in good time.

Bob & Sonja Cahill driving Miss Breezy

REMEMBER BIRDS DO NOT LIKE HAVING THEIR NESTS & BABIES TRAVEL!!!
AND WASPS ARE BEGINNING TO BUILD THEIR NESTS TOO
Please remember those of you with fifth wheel trailers to take steps to prevent birds from nesting on those
oh so safe and sheltered hitches on your trailers.
One year two nests of babies made the trip to Acadia to the great distress of the bird parents and the trailer
owners. Unfortunately none of the young ones survived with no parents to feed them. Not a good thing!
At least one person has been getting ready to trailer horses and discovered a wasps nest in a nice sheltered
spot in the trailer. Ouch!! They also find the wheel covers perfect sheltered spots. So do be sure to give
your trailer a good going over before loading your horse!

SOUTHEASTERN EQUESTRIAN TRAILS CONFERENCE
The 2012 Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference will be held in Lexington, KY July 12-14. They say:
“If you want to protect access to your horse trails; learn more about trail stewardship and working with
your trail land manager. This conference is ideal for equestrian trail organization leaders and Trail
Committee Chairs & volunteers from breed and discipline organizations. It is also a great place for land
managers to connect with equestrians and build better relations and mutual understanding. If you are
interested in the latest concerns regarding trails on public lands - you need to attend this conference!”
The conference web page outlines what sounds like a very interesting schedule of events and speakers.
More information on the conference can be found on its web site: http://setc2012.com/

GUIDELINES TO FOLLOW DURING EQUINE EMERGENCIES
Part I
If you own horses long enough, sooner or later you are likely to confront a medical emergency. There are
several behavioral traits that make horses especially accident-prone: one is their instinctive flight-or-fight
response; another is their dominance hierarchy -- the need to establish the pecking order within a herd;
and a third is their natural curiosity. Such behaviors account for many of the cuts, bruises, and abrasions
that horses suffer. In fact, lacerations are probably the most common emergency that horse owners must
contend with. There are other types of emergencies as well, such as colic, foaling difficulties, acute
lameness, seizures, and illness. As a horse owner, you must know how to recognize serious problems and
respond promptly, taking appropriate action while awaiting the arrival of your veterinarian.
RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF DISTRESS
When a horse is cut or bleeding, it's obvious that there is a problem. But in cases of colic, illness, or a more
subtle injury, it may not be as apparent. That's why it's important to know your horse's normal vital signs,
including temperature, pulse and respiration (TPR), as well as its normal behavior patterns. You must be a
good observer so that you readily recognize signs of ill health.
WHAT'S NORMAL?
There will be variations in individual temperature, pulse and respiration values. Take several baseline
measurements when the horse is healthy, rested, and relaxed. Write them down and keep them within easy
reach, perhaps with your first aid kit, so you have them to compare to in case of an emergency. Normal
ranges for adult horses are:
•
Pulse rate: 30-42 beats per minute.
•
Respiratory rate: 12-20 breaths per minute.
•
Rectal temperature: 99.5' to 101.5' F. If the horse's temperature exceeds 102.5' F., contact
your veterinarian immediately. Temperatures of over 103' F indicate a serious disorder.
•
Capillary refill time (time it takes for color to return to gum tissue adjacent to teeth after
pressing and releasing with your thumb): 2 seconds.
Other observations you should note:
•
Skin pliability is tested by pinching or folding a flap of neck skin and releasing. It should
immediately snap back into place. Failure to do so is evidence of dehydration.
•
Color of the mucous membranes of gums, nostrils, conjunctiva (inner eye tissue), and inner
lips of vulva should be pink. Bright red, pale pink to white, or bluish-purple coloring may
indicate problems.
•
Color, consistency, and volume of feces and urine should be typical of that individual's
usual excretions. Straining or failure to excrete should be noted.
•
Signs of distress, anxiety or discomfort.
•
Lethargy, depression or a horse that's "off-feed."
•
Presence or absence of gut sounds.
•
Evidence of lameness such as head-bobbing, reluctance to move, odd stance, pain,
unwillingness to rise.
•
Bleeding, swelling, evidence of pain.
•
Seizures, paralysis, or "tying up" (form of muscle cramps that ranges in severity from mild
stiffness to life-threatening illness).

ACTION PLAN
No matter what emergency you may face in the future, mentally rehearse what steps you will take to avoid
letting panic take control. Here are some guidelines to help you prepare:
1. Keep your veterinarian's number by each phone, including how the practitioner can be reached afterhours. If you have a speed dial system, key it in, but also keep the number posted.
2. Consult with your regular veterinarian regarding back-up or referring veterinarian's number in case you
cannot reach your regular veterinarian quickly enough.
3. Know in advance the most direct route to an equine surgery center in case you need to transport the
horse.
4. Post the names and phone numbers of nearby friends and neighbors who can assist you in an
emergency while you wait for the veterinarian.
5. Prepare a first aid kit and store it in a clean, dry, readily accessible place. Make sure that family members
and other barn users know where the kit is.
6. Also keep a first aid kit in your horse trailer or towing vehicle, and a pared-down version to carry on the
trail.
from the internet

FOR SALE
Historic GSCA Photos on CD! Dave Herrick treated Annual Meeting attendees to a continuous slide
show, created from GSCA archived photos and recent drive/ride events. Some of them may be YOU!!
CDs will be made available of these interesting photographs. Dave Herrick has offered to make CDs for
those desiring to purchase them. A $10 donation to GSCA will be accepted by the Treasurer. Please contact
Marilyn WIlliams, mwilliams@courier.com to order, or send payment to GSCA Photo CD, Marilyn Williams,
54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052
APHA Mare. I am hoping to find a good home for Maxi, a sorrel / overo, "Medicine Hat", blue eyed, loudly
colored APHA mare whose bloodlines are noted for being calm, solid mounts for children. She has been
trained using Natural Horsemanship methods and used in our therapeutic riding program in Acton
Maine. We have owned her for 8 years. For more info, please call Pat Pearson at (207) 252-7391.

WANTED
A Safe Driving Horse for older couple. The best care provided. Leslie - 603-942-5292.

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

APRIL 29

EQUINE WELLNESS EXPO. UMass Hadley Farm. Amherst, MA.
Info: www;equinewellnessexpo.com

MAY 11-12

DRIVING CLINIC WITH MARC JOHNSON. Touchstone Farm, Temple, NH. Contact: Boo
Martin (603) 654-6308 or bmartin@touchstone-frm.org. or http://www.touchstonefarm.org/
GSCA BILLINGS FARM DRIVE. Woodstock, VT. Contact Becky Greenan (603) 632-4752 or Carolyn
Townsend (603) 448-3478.

MAY 20
JUNE 3

GSCA SEAVEY MEMORIAL DRIVE Auburn, NH. Contact: Linda & Eric Wilking. (603) 731-0513

JUNE 3

ANTIQUE CARRIAGE RIDE. Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA. contact: Jim O’Brian
s(508) 347-0328 jobrien@osv.orrg

JUNE 9-10

CENTRAL NY DRIVEN DRESSAGE FESTIVAL. Madison Co. Fairgrounds, Brookfield, NY.
contact: Honna Bowen (315) 899-7731 Honna@frontiernet.net

JUNE 16

DAY OF DRIVING, Maine Driving Club event. Bonney’s Farm, Canton ME.
contact: Curt (207) 418-8522

JUNE 15-17

ORLETON FARM 14TH ANNUAL PLEASURE DRIVING SHOW Colonial Carriage & Driving.
Soc. Stockbridge,MA. Contact: Ed Young (585)329-2645, edyoung7@frontiernet.net

JUNE 22-24

MUFFY SEATON CLINIC. Seacoast Farm. Wales, ME. contact: www.seacoastfarm.com

JUNE 30
JULY 1

AMESBURY CARRIAGE FESTIVAL. Bob-Lyn Stables, 91 Monroe St. Amesbury, MA.
contact: carriage-barn@comcast.net

JULY 6-8
JULY 11-13

HORSEMANSHIP CLINICS WITH JACK BRAINARD. Kokonini Farm, Wentworth, NH.
Contact: chris@rstours or (603) 764-5905

JULY 7-8

GSCA SUE ROGERS DRIVE RIDE. Proctorsville, VT. Contact: Sue Rogers
(802) 226-7234 (home), 952-8456 (cell) or noblegesture@tds.net.

JULY 12-14

SOUTHEASTERN EQUESTRIAN TRAILS CONFERENCE. Lexington, KY. Info:
http://setc2012.com/

JULY 14-15

SUZY STAFFORD DRIVING CLINIC. Sponsored by the Maine Driving Club at Camelot Hills
Farm, Dover Foxcroft, ME. Contact: Beth Steinke ionaskye@aol.com.

JULY 17-19
JULY 22-24

HORSEMANSHIP CLINICS WITH EITAN BETH-HALACHMY. .Kokonini Farm, Wentworth,
NH. Contact: chris@rstours or (603) 764-5905

GSCA 2011 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE NOW!!
PLEASE RENEW NOW AS WE DO NOT WANT TO LOOSE YOU !!!
A list of all members paid up to date is below. If your name is not on the list hurry
up and renew or this will be your last issue and you will miss the information on
our spring drives!
Allaire, Ann Marie
Baxter, Leslie
Beauregard, Rhiannon
Bennett, Linda
Booth, John & Susan
Brown, Norman & Patricia
Bryan, Laurie
Burnham, Jim & Nancy
Cahill, Bob & Sonja
Carmola, John & Mary
Chiappetta, Ginger`
Clifford, Eileen
Davidson, Linda W.
DePlante, Lora & Lance
Egge, William & Joyce
Fellows, Alison J.
Finerty, Judy
Frake, Barbara
Good, Heather
Greenan, Becky
Greinacher, Suzie
Griffin, Cher

Harvey, Jean
Hayes, Richard & Mary
Haynes, Leslie
Herrick, Dave & Liz
Holman, Helen
Hunt, Deborah
Jarvis, Nancie & Ralph
Jenoski, Anna
Kyle, Nancy C.
Laplante, John & Ginger
Leavit, Mark & Diana
Leonard & Brennan
Libis, Claudia
Long, Ellinore Todd
Longueil, Paul & Leslie
Marshall, Tom & Linda
Martin, Isabella
Mastrianni, K,J.M
Mathisen, Carolyn
McCormack, Lori
McLeod, Cathy
Merrill, Stephanie

Miskoe, Sylvia
Townsend,Carolyn
Morrison, Jim & Elaine VanSchaik, Rolf,Carol
Moses, Connie & Rick Vanderploeg, Rick
Nelson, George,Sandra Vetere,/Cooper
Oliver, Janet
Vieira, Steven
Owen, Jim & Lucia
Warren,Philip& Janet
Parks, Bess-Arden
Wilking, Eric & Linda
Phippard, Beth
Wilkinson, Kim
Pierce, Polly
Williams, Marilyn
Pirkey, Cindy & fam. Wormell, Will & Renee
Powers, Jan
Richards, Deborah
Rogers, Susan
Roof, Carol
Rourke, Dorothea
Salo, Beverly
Seavey-Oman, Ellen
Sensel, Sandra
Smith, Robin
Starace,Sr. Will
Stebbins, Linda
Terkelsen, Marie

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB
DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT
(Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name:______________________________________Address:___________________________________
____________________________State______Zip:_______________ Phone________________________
E-Mail____________________________________

New Membership ____ Renewal____

Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.
For more info. call: Treasurer Marilyn Williams (603) 594-0987
Please make checks payable to: GSCA
Mail to: Marilyn Williams, 54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

GSCA Billings Farm Drive in Woodstock, VT.

Sunday, May 20, 2012

Drive start 10:00 AM
Visit The Billings Farm website for more details.
Several miles of carriage roads, built in the 1880s by Frederick Billings, traverse the gentle slopes and historic
woodlands of Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller NHP.

See the web site for maps and more information. www.billingsfarm.org
The Billings Farm & Museum was opened in 1983 as an operating dairy farm and a living museum of
Vermont's rural past. Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park, which includes the property's
residential core and 550-acre forest, was created in 1992 as a gift to the American people by Mary and
Laurance Rockefeller.
Please note the parking is limited. The Granite State Carriage Association will be parking across the road
at the Billings Farm & Museum. We have space for about eight trailers. Although, there are two other
parking areas available on a first come basis.
Please call or e-mail ahead to let us know you are coming.
ctownsend@myfairpoint.net Phone home: 603-448-3478
bgreenan1@myfairpoint.net Phone: home: 603-632-4752

14TH ANNUAL
ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL
DRIVE/RIDE

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2012
AUBURN, NH
10:00 AM TRAIL BRIEFING
Please try to arrive in time for the briefing. You may go out anytime after briefing
It will still take place on the Manchester Water Works property, in fact the field we will be
using is located at the trail head and sign post most will remember behind the fire station.
Using this field eliminates the need to cross the bridge and still allows those that wish to drive
out to Tower Hill the opportunity. The many loops and trails we all remember are open and a
there is a beautiful 6 mile loop around Tower Hill Pond. You may encounter bikes, and hikers
with dogs, all dogs are required to be on leashes.

We will be using the field on Depot Road in Auburn
Please be courteous and do not leave any manure or hay in the parking area.
We will greet everyone at the entrance to the field and discuss parking. In past years we have
had over 40 riders & drivers attend, so please try to arrive early, and to save time, please fill
out your GSCA release forms before you arrive & unload.
There are no restrooms or water at the field so please plan accordingly.
Bring a lunch or snacks and let's have a picnic together after the drive!

DIRECTIONS:
NH Route 101 (between Manchester & the Seacoast), Exit 2
Turn right at the end of the ramp if coming from Manchester Area or I-93,
Turn left at the end of the ramp if coming from the Seacoast Area or Maine
Follow Hooksett Rd. south, Depot Road is the 2nd road on the left about a mile from NH 101
Turn onto Depot Road and the field is about 1000 feet ahead on right
Follow the GSCA signs.
Using a GPS? Try 60 Depot Road, Auburn, NH and look for the field
For more information call Eric and Linda Wilking
603-731-0513 or e-mail: wilking1@comcast.net

