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ANDOVER RAIL TRAIL DRIVE/RIDE
COMING OCTOBER 18TH
Once again Connie Moses has put together
another exciting event for GSCA members. It will
be our chance to drive and ride along the Northern
Rail trail with its historic bridges and lovely
scenery. The Moses have scoped it out and the
portion of trail we will be on is eminently safe for
both riders and drivers.
Trot out for miles on perfect footing! Amble along
quiet byways near ponds. Something for everyone,
come join us for carriage fun, or ride your horse! Enjoy a newly-constructed section of
Northern Rail Trail! Flyer coming soon with all the details.

LABOR DAY DRIVING/RIDING WEEKEND AND BBQ
The Granite State Carriage Association
Labor Day Weekend Drive/Ride in
Hancock Ride/Drive was a great
success. The weather was perfect with
warm sunny days and cooler nights.
There was a good turnout of campers, 9
in all. We had 13 driving turnouts and
9 horseback riders. Each day was busy
as some members trailered in just for a
day(s). Driving loops of 3, 5, and 10
miles were available Friday through
Monday.
Keith & Dawn Fortier

On Sunday we had a
great showing of
people driving their Mini
horses including a pair
and a Mini Mule named
Zoe. She is pretty cute!
After the riding and
driving activities thirty
of us enjoyed a delicious
BBQ chicken dinner
complete
with
watermelon and
strawberry shortcake!
Linda Roth & Friends
Everyone had a good time catching
up with each other. Star gazing was
pretty spectacular as we sat around
the campfire looking up. The sounds
were great too with owls talking
through the night.
Hancock is a little piece of heaven.
The roads and trails are really
breathtaking and offer a good deal of
variety for all riding and driving
levels. Overlook Farm offers plenty of
Mary Gray & her Hackney pony
room for camping and easy access for those
coming in for just the day.
If you
have not come to this drive/ride you are
missing some beautiful scenery as well as
lovely driving roads with beautifully
restored antique homes, ponds and some
great views. If you missed it this year make
sure to include the Hancock Ride/Drive
into your 2016 schedule. Many thanks to
all who attended and special thanks to
event host, Cresca Albright.
Zoe the mini mule

Linda & Eric Wilking’s setup

GSCA MEMBERS SHINE AT GMHA CDE IN AUGUST
Congratulations to the GSCA members who participated in GMHA’s CDE in August. Gale
Hepfinger placed first overall in the Training level horse division with her horse, Nikita.
Alice Bradeen placed third in Training level single horse with Fire Ridge Bearcat. Silvia
Miskoe’s Haflinger pony, Maty TCF (Frodo), also had a good day, placing fourth in the
Preliminary single pony division with Silvia’s daughter, Hillary DeAngelis at the reins,
and Tracey Turner placed fifth in the Training level single pony division with her Fjord
mare, Solgard. Lauren Reece and Janet Oliver also had successful runs, with Lauren
placing 10th in Preliminary single horse with Meadow Bay Coco Twist, and Janet coming
in seventh in Preliminary single pony with CSS Kit Carson. Thank you to all GSCA
members who volunteered at this event.
MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN DRIVING DERBY
Several GSCA member’s attended the Driving Derby hosted/taught by Mary Gray on
Saturday Sept. 12th at the Groton MA Fairgrounds. It was a gorgeous day, sunny and
not too hot – perfect for this fun event. For those of you who are not familiar with
Driving Derbies, they involve a combination of cones and hazards, done in an arena.
The driver enters the ring, salutes and passes through the start/finish gate. They drive
through several pairs of cones, navigate 1 hazard, and continue through 1 or 2 more
pairs of cones, another hazard, and finish through more cones and the start/finish line.
Fastest time wins. There were 13 entries, divided into horse, pony and very small equine
(VSE). Horses and ponies were also subdivided according to ability. Congratulations to
Sylvia’s Miscoe’s Haflinger pony, Maty TCF (Frodo) who tied for best overall time of the
day. Following the competition everyone enjoyed a pot luck lunch.

Thanks to Renee Wormell,for the above articles and pictures
EQUESTRIANS FIRE ROAD ACCESS STEWARDSHIP PLAN FOR MANCHESTER WATERWORKS
PROPERTY
FELLOW EQUESTRIANS: Please join us in celebrating our recent agreement with MWW,
which will allow for our continued and unrestricted use of the fire roads located off
Depot Rd, in Auburn, known as, the “MAZE”. MWW will Not post this area as requiring
“Collection device” (aka Diapers). We have been asked to respect other users by removing
any/all manure from these fire roads and “Leave No Trace”.
The Core Team will monitor the “MAZE” fire roads weekly to ensure compliance. Please,
do not leave your horse’s manure on the fire roads; help us help you, by removing your
manure as this will ensure your continued enjoyment to ride this area.
MWW Will post both Battery Point and Tower Hill Pond areas as requiring “ collection
devices (aka diapers)”. They have stated they expect to have increased surveillance and
violators will be fined. The Core team will also monitor the Tower Hill Pond fire road to
assure it too is free of manure that may not have been captured by your collection
device. However, if you ride this area and your collection device leaves any manure
behind, PLEASE be sure to remove it!
Your cooperation and support to keep ALL areas free of manure is imperative to show we
are good land stewards and that we respect the land owners’ rules as this will ensure
our continued use of their land. Please, comply with MWW rules so we may all continue
to enjoy riding this land.
During this process, we have helped MWW to recognize just how many user groups
coexist on their property. As a result, they have agreed to establish a Committee
comprised of representatives from each user group to discuss the current & future use of
this resource. During these meetings, other details of this agreement will be discussed
and reached by and between the appropriate users.
Equestrians: PLEASE, we ask that you respect the land owner and... “LEAVE NO
TRACE” Questions: email: ridefreemassabesic@gmail.com
FOMBA TRAILS: HORSES ARE NOT ALLOWED
TRAIL MAINTENANCE HELP NEEDED FOR WATERWORKS PROPERTY
Hi all,
I have managed the Maze trails for the past two years along with Diane Russell. To
update you all as to what has come about these two years is quite positive with the
Manchester Water Works. They have been very accommodating in regards to trail clean
up and helping make that job easier by allowing us to use our own combination lock so
we don't have to be passing a key to volunteers. They have cut back the trails so that we

can drive our vehicles through without hazards. They have also dropped one day a week
off of clean up duty. We can go out from dawn to dusk to do that clean up as well to
accommodate folks that work. Anyone who rides through that area can attest on how
lovely this area is.
On that positive note, I hope this area stays open to us all. Unfortunately, we have had
very few volunteers step up to lend a hand which has been hard on those who have been
cleaning the trails. On average I am out there three out of the four weeks a month and
really could use a break. I am passing this along only because I wanted to ask all of you
if this area is really important enough to keep this up? I myself just can not. I will gladly
do one week a month but seriously need to step away. I really don't want to be asking
people to help every week if there is no interest.
Thoughts? Leslie Baxter 603-860-6487 lakevue100@comcast.net
RIDE FREE MASSABESIC
At the start of the 2014 riding season, (see below) I set up Ride Free Massabesic on
VOLUNTEER SPOT and posted the information on the Ride Free Massabesic FaceBook
page, on Trail Connections in NH, and also sent it to the trail riders who are on the NH
trail users group list. Due to 0 use of the Volunteer Spot calendar last year, I did not
update the calendar for this year. It can be updated at any time, and I will do so tonight,
as well as for the 2016 dates. This is a great spot for the calendar as it not only allows
you to choose a date and see which are open and which are already taken, but it will let
us know that you have done so, and it will send you a reminder before your date comes
up. Should you need to cancel, it can also be done on the same calendar and again we
would be notified.
I can also post the details of the routine on that site, making the instructions and phone
numbers easily accessible. We are responsible for clean up from May 1st to November
1st, although I have done additional passes after that date when large events are
scheduled.
Please note: due to the amount of weekend traffic in the Maze, clean ups need to be done
on Monday or Tuesday, earlier rather than later in the day if at all possible in order to
reduce the chances of interfering with other users. After work hours (3 pm +) there are
many bikers and hikers in the Maze. There are also many blind areas on hills and curves
and no Maze users are not expecting to encounter a vehicle, increasing the chance of a
collision if clean ups were to occur during busy times. We no longer meet with MWW
deputies to gain access, so the 9 a.m. timing is no longer necessary.
Thanks again for your interest,
Diane
Ride Free Massabesic
Published by Diane Russell · June 4, 2014 · Edited ·
We are using Volunteer Spot for people to sign up for the Fire Road Cleanings.... Meet
MWW at the Depot Road gate at 9, drive the roads, collect manure, lock up when you

leave.. Please click below: http://vols.pt/W9JwBW to sign up for Ride Free Massabesic
on @VolunteerSpot today!
ARTIST PLEIN AIR DAY AT THE CARRIAGE BARN
Visit the farm for the day & be inspired by the serene environment, the
gentle movement of the animals & the quiet natural setting. Experience
the simple joy in the connections to be made with horses & one
another. Find inspiration & a quiet place to explore and feed the soul.
Plein air, photography, drawing…whatever your medium, we would love
to have you join us for a day or inspiration and creativity.
Artists of various medium welcome

All experience levels & ages welcome

Cost is $20 per person. Pre-registration is required.
Proceeds help support The Carriage Barn’s therapeutic horseback riding & carriage
driving programs. The Carriage Barn is a 501c3 Not-for-Profit organization that seeks to
promote the health and well-being of individuals of all ages with disabilities.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could please help spread the word by sharing this
email or the flyer that can be found on our website.
Thank you!
The Carriage Barn Equine Assisted Therapy Programs www.carriage-barn.org
carriage-barn@comcast.net 603-378-0140

Seems as if I could see Flash a-mopin' along here now,
Feelin' that he was simply an assistant to a cow;
But sometimes he'd imagine he heard the alarm-bell's din,
An'jump an' rear for a season before they could hold him in;
If ever I see an old hoss grow upward into a new If ever I see a milkman whose traps behind him flew,
'Twas that old hoss, a-rearing' an' racin' down the track,
An' that respectable milkman a-tryin' to hold him back.
An' if, as some consider, there's animals in the sky,
I think the poor old fellow is gettin' another try;
But if he should sniff the big fire that plagues the abode o' sin,
It'll take the strongest angle to hold the old fellow in.
From: "Flash: The Fireman's Story" by Will Carleton c 1885

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
OCT. 3

ARTIST PLEIN AIR DAY AT THE CARRIAGE BARN. Kensington,NH.Contact:
www.carriage-barn.org carriage-barn@comcast.net 603-378-0140

OCT 3-5

SARATOGA DRIVING ASSN.COMBINED TEST & DRIVING TRIAL & TRACY
MORGAN CLINIC. Akers Acres Valatie, NY Contact: Jeff Morse (413)
689-3804 greenmeads@gmail.com.

OCT. 10

SPURWINK FARM PLEASURE DRIVE Cape Elizabeth ME.

OCT. 11

SNECDA ANNUAL PLEASURE DRIVING SHOW. Celtic Cross Farm, Dudley,
MA. Contact: https://www.snecda.org/

OCT 17-18

FALL FESTIVAL OF DRIVING. Touchstone Farm, Temple, NH. Contact:Boo
Martin 603-321-5255 bmartin@touchstone-farm.org

OCT. 18

GSCA ANDOVER RAIL TRAIL DRIVE/RIDE. Andover,NH. Contact Rick &
Connie Moses (603) 490-9694 cmoses@metrocast.net

NOV 14

2015 MASS. TRAILS CONFERENCE “SUSTAINABLE TRAILS FOR A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE. 8AM-4:30PM Double Tree Hotel & Conference
Center by Hilton. Leominster, MA. Contact: https://
2015masstrailsconference.eventbrite.com

NOV 7

GSCA ANNUAL PLANNING METING/DINNER Bedford, NH Contact Rick
& Connie Moses (603) 490-9694 cmoses@metrocast.net
THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB
DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name (include all family
members):_____________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________
Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____
Renewal__________
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?_________TOTAL
SENT__________________________
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?_________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call: Treasurer Eric Wilking (603)
731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383

Whatcha got in there? Is it food? Can I help?

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

