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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING
November 7, 2015 – Temple, NH
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jean Harvey, Connie Moses, Isabelle (“Boo”) Martin, Eric
Wilking, Renee Wormell, and Anne Myles
The meeting was called to order at 1:20 by President, Jean Harvey. Connie reported that
we’ve lost some events but might have the possibility to add at least one new event. New
member, Laurie Graham has proposed a day event in Sanborton, NH. There are two
possible routes utilizing mostly dirt roads along a river and the town forest.
The Northeast Kingdom multi-day event is on hold again in 2016. The camp site is no
longer available due to fire. Deb Hunt is exploring options for an alternate site but has
nothing definite lined up yet.
Sue Booth is hopeful that the Branch Hill day event will be back on for 2016, and Cresca
is willing to host the Labor Day weekend event and barbecue. Two Acadia timeframes are
proposed to accommodate preferred times for different members. Eric will let Maine
Driving Club know when our members are likely to be there if their members wish to
share fellowship.
Eric reported on the success and fun at the recent cones fun day hosted by the Myopia
Driving club and held at Wilkings’ farm in Brentwood NH. Two cones courses were set
up for drivers to practice, challenge, and experiment. He advised that he and Linda
would be willing to host a similar event for GSCA members. The group was in favor of
such event, and it has been tentatively added to the schedule.
There was discussion about allowing members who ride at public venues, such as
Acadia or Myles Standish State Park, outside of the scheduled GSCA timeframe to count
toward the participation award if they report their visit to a board officer. No objection
was noted.

Anne voiced concern about the lack of venues that allow driving education opportunities.
Discussion was held about GSCA’s goal to promote safety at all events, therefore the
mentoring of novice or inexperienced drivers is always allowed and encouraged at GSCA
events.
GSCA’s gratitude and appreciation go out to our generous Outing Hosts— both returning
and new— who volunteer so much time and effort to make our unique activities happen!
Let’s all show our support by making plans to attend, and by offering assistance
whenever possible.
The 2016 events calendar is included with this newsletter. You may also find it on the
website at http://granitestatecarriage.org/index.php/activities-photos/gsca-calendar.
In addition to the GSCA events
•

Boo reported that Touchstone Farm will host two “Fireside Chat” events again over
the winter, as well as a CAA education workshop. GSCA members will be welcome
and these events will be integrated into the schedule and posted in the newsletter.

There being no further business to come before the membership, the planning meeting
was adjourned at 2:30 PM.
[Minutes prepared by Renee Wormell]

SHELBURNE DRIVE AND RIDE EVENT
Shelburne Farms and Meach Cove Farm September 2015

The Shelburne Inn
This year the event was held at two abutting locations, *Shelburne Farm and the *Meach Cove Farm. The
Coach barn at the Shelburne Farm has 9 stalls available. With miles of dirt roads, Shelburne Farm is open
to carriage driving only. Meach Cove Farm offers stabling and camping in trailers also several miles of
roads for driving and riding.

This was the first time both riders and drivers will be able to attend the event in Shelburne, VT.. We had
lots of scheduled activities at both locations.

The children's room at the Shelburne Inn.
Sallyann Gerelli quotes “This doll house is just
Fabulous! We all thoroughly enjoyed "High
Tea" and the tour of the Inn with wonderful view
of Lake Champlain and then we went on a tour
of the Breeding Barn.

Al Girelli driving Apollo, a Morgan, inside the
huge breeding barn.

Herb & Suzie Greinacher with passengers and their Halflinger pair.
We had a wonderful time and terrific weather driving around Shelburne Farms. We look
forward to this event which is so relaxing and brings us back to when this was a typical
vacation event during the carriage era.
Al and Herb. They wanted to enjoy the hay
maze and had a good time finding their way
around it!
Meach Cove Farm is an organic farm and
has active projects in Biomass and Solar.
Christopher Davis, Project Manager gave us
a special tour of the operation with history
of the horse barns.

Mary & Rich Hayes Morgan Pair driving on one of
the dirt roads at Meach Cove Farm.

Mary Hayes shares:
“A great 6 days in
Shelburne, VT. Meach Cove Farm was
wonderful. Here are pictures of my Morgans
enjoying their drive and the picnic with
others.”
Plus we enjoyed a special guided tour of the
*Shelburne Museum carriage collection at the
Horseshoe Barn, HB Annex and the Round
Barn. The Museum exhibits about 225
carriages and horse-drawn vehicles,
including sleighs, stagecoaches, and
commercial wagons. Most date from the late
19th to early 20th centuries, and nearly every
type of vehicle used in New England at that time is represented.
Respectfully submitted, Jean Harvey, President

THE ACADIA EXPERIENCE
Preparing for the Carriage Roads
`

by Connie Moses

Many in our club have discovered the singular beauty of Acadia National Park via
carriage or on horseback. Located near Bar Harbor, Maine on Mt. Desert Island, Acadia’s
groomed and graded carriage roads offer 57 miles for drivers and riders to explore, plus
there are walking, bicycling, hiking trails, and a terrific variety of other area recreational
activities and sights. Pets on leash are allowed. www.nps.gov/acad/index.htm
The Park “Loop Road” for automobiles features numerous scenic stops such as “Thunder
Hole,” “Sand Beach,” auto road to the summit of Cadillac Mountain, “Bubble “Pond,”
“Pebble Beach,” and the Jordan Pond House for dining, tea and popovers

(purchase of Park Pass is
required to travel full
length of the Loop Road.)
There are regular bus
routes on the park roads
and in Bar Harbor.

Sunset from Cadillac Mountain
Wildwood Stables offers commercial horse-drawn wagon tours of the carriage roads and
bridges. www.carriagesofacadia.com
and
www.acadiamagic.com/wildwoodstables.html
The area offers sea kayaking, bicycle rentals, beaches, schooner and
whale watching cruises, seal and eagle spotting, fishing village explora tion and
lighthouses, maritime museums, and amazing shopping and seafood dining in Bar
Harbor and surrounds.
The history of John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s
construction of the carriage roads and
donation of the area to the country as a
National Park is quite interesting. The
carriage road network features several

Cobblestone Bridge
unique stone bridges (all different) made
from native stone; the routes— built for
carriage driving and skirted with secure
coping stones above steep dropoffs—
take full advantage of scenic vistas on all
sides of Mt. Desert Island.
www.acadiamagic.com/carriageroads.htm
Carriage Road
HORSE FRIENDLY:
Folks bringing in horses can access the carriage road system and rent stalls from
Wildwood Stables via “Carriages of Acadia.” You must tend your own horse; shavings
and hay can be brought in or purchased there. Dogs are allowed at Wildwood. Stall

renters can also rent rough campsites on the Wildwood grounds, or choose from area
inns, motels, B and B’s, or camping. PLEASE NOTE: There is no horse veterinarian on
the island; farriers can be found in the area, as well as feed/grain stores on the
mainland.
Wildwood Stables generally is open from Memorial Day
weekend into early October. The season is busiest in July
and August and tapers off in fall.
TWO GSCA MEETUPS in Acadia (See 2016 Schedule of
Outings):
In 2016, your club will feature two Acadia times which you
can attend all or part of, or overlap with:
Acadia GSCA Meetup One — June 19-28
Acadia GSCA Meetup Two — September 6-13
During these times, experienced GSCA members will be
attending who can explain the carriage road ins & outs,

Deb Hunt riding carriage road near
Aunt Bessie’s Pond
potentially suggest route options, and
address other concerns. Everything
can be found on the carriage roads—
from flat level trotting to short loops
Rick Moses on Day Mountain
to steep and long, from mountainside
vistas to pond-side trails, from grass trails where bicyclists are not permitted to short
mountain climbs with spectacular ocean or lake views.
Since stabling reservations are made by each individual, anyone can go independently,
at any time. Reservations open January 2, and it is best to reserve early if you want
specific dates as the stalls fill up fast. Wildwood does accommodate parking for trailerins to day-ride or drive. Day trippers can also access the carriage roads from a couple
other locations, although with limited space for parking; horses are not permitted on the
park auto roads.

CARRIAGES OF ACADIA 877-276-3622
EMAIL— carriagesofacadia@gmail.com
cmoses@metrocast.net

WEBSITE— www.carriagesofacadia.com
(also on Facebook.)
Questions:

DRIVING EDUCATION TO BE INTEGRATED INTO GSCA OUTINGS
At some GSCA outings next year, you might find drivers practicing new-found skills
under the watchful eye of Ann Miles, of the Carriage Barn based in Kensington NH.
For years Ann has encouraged and instructed folks wanting to learn how to drive. She
uses her own experienced school horses, as being much more reliable and safer and
avoiding a green horse/green driver situation. And some of her students may not have
their own driving horses (yet!)
In 2016 we are likely to see Ann bringing and “coaching” her [adult] students, who have
been prepared for outside-the-arena recreational driving. Some may be part of her
equine-assisted therapy program. As our members know, there are not that many places
to enjoy our carriage driving passion.
We welcome Ann in her endeavors! Thanks to her for finding and encouraging new
enthusiastic participants in our favorite activity— as well as potential new members of
GSCA! Ann Miles shares more details about the Carriage Barn’s Educational programs
at:
Ann Miles 603-378-0140 carriage-barn@comcast.net The Carriage Barn Kensington, N

NOTICE - DUES TO INCREASE JANUARY 1
For the first time in memory, GSCA will increase dues to $25 starting January 1, 2016.
Anyone joining or re-newing before that date can pay our current $20 per family.
There have been no dues increases for over 10 years. The goals of the Board in making
this decision are the following:
- to earmark a portion of the new revenue for driver education programs
- to maintain the savings "nest egg” which keeps the club financially stable and secure
- to provide regular and timely website maintenance
- to fund new brochures and additional club promotions, such as participation in the
Driven Image Conference in 2016
We will be focusing more on such marketing efforts to ensure membership numbers and
“new blood” continue into the future, enjoying our unique recreational carriage activities.
Please feel free to send your comments, ideas and suggestions to Pres. Jean Harvey,
jharvey@cli-usa.com (603) 667-1880 or to V.P. Connie Moses, cmoses@metrocast.net
(603) 490-9694

FOR SALE
Horse sized cart. Been stored inside.
gingerchiappetta@gmail.com (603) 543-986

MERRY CHRISTMAS

By Liz Goldmann for her Morgan Horse Club Newsletter.

It was late December at a Christmas show, last class of the
day and it was
starting to snow.
A dozen turnouts had answered the horn with pairs and tandems and a unicorn.
The paddock man yelled "I'm closing the gate!" when in swooped a turnout
with a team of eight.
The judge shook his head and consulted his card, then flipped through his
rulebook and looked real hard
For the section of the code, on which page it lay, for the turnout specs
that applied to a sleigh
With a hitch of eight that were not equine...then with a flash of red nose
the hitch counted nine!
The whip on this rig was dressed for the night in a bright red coat and fur
lap robe tucked tight
Around his belly and over his lap, and jingle bells hung from the fur on his
cap.
Obviously he hadn't seen the "No Smoking" sign as he puffed on his pipe
while he guided his nine.
The announcer called "Trot" and the carriages glided while the gaze of the
audience was pretty one-sided
For the gent in red went around and around while it seemed his team didn't
quite touch the ground.
On the reverse the horses all got a look at the gleaming gold sleigh and
that's all it took
For the bays and the chestnuts, the gray and the black, to break to a canter
and refuse to come back.
They were snorting and pawing and a pair started to rear when the sleigh
driver shouted "You have nothing to fear."
"I got a little off course as I started my flight and decided to make this
show my first stop of the night.
"I'm afraid I paid no entry fee nor filled out the form and I know my sleigh
is out of the norm.
"In fact, no blue ribbons or some other prize, I've a sackful of goodies,
for all a surprise."
Then he lined up his hitch right beside the stunned judge, hopped out of his
rig and gave him a nudge
And a gaily wrapped gift from the pack in the sleigh while other entries
crowded 'round with a snort and a neigh.
Soon that jolly old elf had delivered his loot to each of the whips and
ringmaster to boot,
Then hopped back in his sleigh and to his team gave a whistle and away they
all flew like the down of a thistle,
But we heard him exclaim ere he drove out of sight, "May your forty meter
circles all be round and just right.”

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
JAN 10

GMHA SLEIGHING COMBINED TEST Contact:www.gmhainc.org or
(802) 457-1509

JAN 11

GMHA SLEIGH RALLY Contact:www.gmhainc.org or (802) 457-1509

JAN 24

GMHA SLEIGHING COMBINED TEST. Contact:www.gmhainc.org or
(802) 457-1509

JAN 25

GMHA SLEIGH RALLY Contact: Contact:www.gmhainc.org or (802) 457-1509

FEB. 5-7

NE REGION CARRIAGE ASSN. OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING &
LEARNING WEEKEND. Freeport, ME. Contact: carolvanschaik@hotmail.com

FEB. 13

ANNUAL GET READY FOR SPRING CONFERENCE OF THE SARATOGA
DRIVING ASSN. Albany, NY. Emphasis on the Sport Horse.
www.saratogadriving.com

MAR 19-20

THE DRIVEN IMAGE CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW. Hampshire College,
Amherst ,MA. Contact: TheDrivenImage@comcast.net (413)
536-8917

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB
DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name (include all family
members):_____________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________
Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____
Renewal__________
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?_________TOTAL
SENT__________________________
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?_________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call: Treasurer Eric Wilking (603)
731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224

