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BRANCH HILL DRIVE COMING OCTOBER 14TH
Come and enjoy beautiful dirt roads and cart paths of Branch Hill Farm (Milton
Mills, NH) along the Salmon Falls River.
For drivers - there will be a 5+ mile loop (NOTE: due to the width of the cart
paths it is recommended that only single horse carts and carriages be driven at
this event. A pair of minis should be ok.) For riders – there is a 5+ mile or 11+
mile loop.
The 5+ mile loop for drivers and riders is on fairly flat ground with only a couple
of very slight hills. The 11+ mile trail consists of the 5+ mile loop and another
6+ miles across Applebee Rd. SHELBURNE DRIVE RIDE SCHEDULED FOR
SEPTEMBER 13-19
It sounds like a wonderful day of riding and driving. All the details are in the
attached flyer.
For more information contact Cindy Schlener
cindy.schlener@charter.net c# 978-302-4150 h# 978-928-9906

MEACH COVE, VERMONT 2018
It’s been three years already since this new
outing, abutting Shelburne Farms was
scheduled on GSCA’s calendar and hosted by
President, Jean Harvey.
Certainly, folks who
have come to our many past outings at
Shelburne Farms
knew what to expect--the
rural splendor of the Green Mountain State
alongside Lake Champlain.
Meach Cove barn interior, Sharon Schreve & ?

Although we had access to the same
quiet dirt roads surrounding Shelburne
Farms; the adjacent Meach Cove
Farms, an agricultural production and
research facility dating back to the
1700’s, offered additional opportunities
for riders and drivers alike. The stalls
are housed in beautiful mid-1800’s post
and beam red barns and three run-in
sheds.
Several members came long distances
to experience this unique venue. They
camped conveniently by the stables.
Folks drove a variety of equines
including several
adorable minis on easy-footing gravel
Marsha Cloutier & Tina Silva
roads and grassy lanes. Some drivers
revisited the breeding barn at Shelburne Farms and and other well
remembered areas
from former drives.
Riders were gone long
hours exploring many trails and to the newly added apple orchard
this year. Old acquaintances were renewed and new friendships
made.

Rob Bayly & Cathy Karp
Our always helpful Bob Townsend got an opportunity to fly in a
Cessna for a fuel run to Middlebury, Vt. with pilot Mike who houses
his plane on Meach Cove property. Bob also went to an air show in
Burlington and had a chance to ride in one of the bombers, a B25 Mitchell. There was no shortage of
things to do and dine in the area. Indian Summer added to our fun with horses or just relaxing or reading
under a tree with views of verdant meadows hugging Lake Champlain.

Many thanks to Jean Harvey for organizing this
splendid location for our riding & driving pleasure
and to Meach Cove office manager Barbara
Mercure. Hope to see Meach Cove and Shelburne
Farms on our GSCA calendar again next year.
Sonja
Cahill

Jean Harvey,BeckyGreenan,Carolyn
Townsend

Lyn Howard driving Moca, Rob
Bailey, Cathy Karp, Shannon
Shreve

FIRST TIMERS/NEW DRIVERS ATTEND MEACH COVE/SHELBURNE FARMS
by Neil Harvey
Deb and I wanted to share a little bit about our journey as new drivers and members of the Granite State Driving Club. Deb had a
horse as a child, and has spent a lifetime yearning to, again, own a horse. I knew nothing about horses, and brought home my
first horse at the age of sixty. We have been training and riding our horses for the last seven years, though Deb had in interest in
driving since the day she brought home Button, her two year old Morgan. She started long lining him early, but we decided that
my Morgan/quarter horse was not a good driving candidate.
We had been riding on our own, and with different riding clubs, but two things happened to change our
focus. First, we joined the GSCA. We started going on trips as riders and had a lot of fun. Through the

club, we met a great group of knowledgeable
people, who were willing to share their
experience and expertise with us.
Then, this past spring, a good friend sent us
an older 36” miniature horse, named Casper.
He came with a couple of carts and two bags
of harnesses. The previous owner, our vet,
and our farrier all agreed that Casper was
still healthy and drivable. He had a history of
being a good driver for his previous owner.
So, with a trainer’s help (Joanne Galvin), we
hooked both Casper and Button up to carts
and started driving in our pasture! Casper
fell right back into driving, and we were able

Neil Harvey & Casper
to take him to a GSCA trip on the banks of the
Pemigewasset River, where he was perfect. We
looked at the GSCA schedule of events and saw
the Shelburne Farm/Meach Cove trip in
September, and decided that our stretch goal
would be to attend that trip with Casper and
Button as drivers. We only had a couple of months
to prepare, so we set up a training course in our
pasture. We continued training with Joanne, and
we attended clinics with Robin Groves and Andy
Marcoux. We realized that we needed some odds
and ends for our harnesses and some safety
equipment, so we drove to Freeport, Maine to a
harness shop and bought whips, overchecks,
throat latches, footman’s loops, bucking straps, tc.
to complete our harnesses.
We also realized that, although it can be done, it
isn’t much fun putting carts in the back of a truck
and unhooking the trailer to get them out. So, the
day before we left for Shelburne, we picked up a
gooseneck trailer, which had room for both the
horses and their carts.
Deb planned for an entire week at Shelburne, but I
was skeptical. I thought we would go for a couple of
days and get tired of driving, or rained out. Well, we
stayed the whole week! We drove in at dusk on the
first day and really didn’t get a clear view of where
we were. After sleeping in the gooseneck (a firsttime experience), we woke up looking out at the
shores of Lake Champlain, with the Catskills in the

Deb driving Buttons at Shelburne

distance! We were surrounded by open hay fields with long views, some woods, and tree-lined dirt roads
for driving. There was a one mile gravel loop down to the lake, which was perfect for training our new
driving horses. This was Button’s first experience out of the ring and off our property, so we wanted a quiet
first experience for him, and the gravel roads at Meach Cove were just what we needed.
We drove every day, took long walks on the beaches, hung around in the beautiful barns, and visited the
Shelburne Museum, which featured a cowboy exhibit. Jean Harvey arranged a tour of the Shelburne
carriage barn, with “tea” afterwards in the Shelburne mansion! The annual Harvest Fest at Shelburne
Farms was also a treat, as well as trips into town for dinner and lingering conversations over mead and
Viking food.
So, the week flew by. Button and Casper were perfect. The people, facilities, and weather were wonderful.
We can’t thank Jean Harvey enough for organizing this event. And we are so grateful for the GSCA, an
organization provided us with the opportunity to— safely— participate in a new sport with like-minded
people who are willing to share all of their knowledge!

NOTE: Due to the many pictures making the newsletter too large to send by e-mail we have moved
the report on the Auburn drive and the Pemi pictures to the next issue. To date we have not
received a report on the Pemi drive. Should we get one in time for the next issue we will include it
then.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME AT THE CARRIAGE BARN
Kensington, NH - The Carriage Barn Equine Adaptive Therapy Programs is looking for volunteers to assist
with Therapeutic Horseback Riding & Carriage Driving, Fundraising, Events, and Fun Activities.
Volunteers are needed at various times throughout the week to work with horses and clients.
Teens, adults and retirees welcome (volunteers must be at least 14 years old). Experience and horse
knowledge is a plus, but is not required. Are you a student with a community service requirement (Honor
Society, Scouts, 4-H, Graduation, etc)? If so, we would love to hear from you!
Anyone interested in learning more can contact The Carriage Barn at 603-378-0140, email
info.carriagebarn@comcast.net, or check out our website at www.carriage-barn.org.
The program offers services in Kensington, NH and seeks to promote the health and well-being of
individuals of all ages with disabilities by enhancing their physical, psychological, cognitive and emotional
healing and strengthening through equine activities.
The Carriage Barn is a 501c3 Not-for-Profit
Organization, as well as a member center of the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship,
International.

USERS, ADVOCATES AND PARTIES
INTERESTED IN
THE ASHUELOT RAIL TRAIL
As many of you are aware, Southwest Region Planning
Commission (SWRPC) is currently leading an initiative
called Plan for Ashuelot Rail Trail, an effort that aims to
address challenges and opportunities along the
approximately 21.5-mile stretch of trail between Hinsdale
and Keene, New Hampshire. A key component of Plan for
Ashuelot Rail Trail is an online survey that seeks input
from both current and potential trail users. If you haven’t
taken the survey, we would value your participation and
feedback.
SWRPC needs your help getting the word out about the survey. You can use the following URL:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/ashuelot-rail-trail. If you or your organization would like to track how
your members/constituents are responding to the survey, SWRPC can provide a customized link.
Some suggestions include:
•
•
•
•
•

Distribute the survey link through any group e-mail lists that you administer.
Post the survey link on any websites that you administer.
Distribute the survey link through social media or e-mail marketing campaigns.
Include the survey link on a printed materials that you or your organization produces.
Include the survey link as part of original written content that relates to the trail.
Don’t forget to share with us!

To facilitate quick, easy sharing of survey information, here is a template post/blurb that you can
use to distribute the survey link:
Do you have thoughts or opinions about the Ashuelot Rail Trail, the 21.5 mile trail that runs from
Keene to Hinsdale, NH? Southwest Region Planning Commission wants to hear from you! Take the
survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/ashuelot-rail-trail or learn more about the project at
www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail!
If possible, please accompany your post/blurb with one of the attached rail trail photos.
Thank you for your consideration. The more responses we receive, and the more widely those
responses will represent the trail’s current and potential user base, the better able we’ll be to craft
an inclusive, compelling vision for the trail’s future.

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

OCT 9-13

PATH Intl. Driving Workshop & Certification. Touchstone farm.
Contact:Barb Cochrane for more info. (603) 249-6202,

Temple, NH.

bcochrane@touchstone-farm.org or website www.touchstone-farm.org for
application & registration.
Oct. 14

MAPLE HILL ANNUAL FALL BENEFIT TRAIL RIDE & DRIVE. Maple Brook Farm &
Friends. 10AM 63 Bonney Rd. Canton, ME 04221 Contact: Shirley Winer on
Facebook.

Oct. 14

GSCA BRANCH HILL FARM DRIVE/RIDE. Milton Mills,NH. Contact: Cindy
Schlener cindy.schlener@charter.net. or (978)928-9906.

Nov.10

VERDA KENDRON FALL FOLIAGE 30/15 RIDE & DRIVE. Kedron Valley Stables. S.
Woodstock,VT. Contact:Jenny Kimberly (802) 674-5384

Nov 8-11

EQUINE AFFAIRE. W. Springfield, MA.Visit www.equineaffaire.com, find us on social
media, or call (740) 845-0085 for additional information.

Nov. 18

GSCA PLANNNG MEETING. Touchstone Farm, Temple. NH. Contact: Connie
Moses (603) 490-9694 cmoses@metrocast.net

A RECREATIONAL HORSE CLUB FOR DRIVERS AND RIDERS
JOIN US NOW JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________
Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____
Renewal__________
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________
TOTAL SENT__________________________
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?_________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00 up to 2 adults & children under 18.
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call: Treasurer Eric Wilking
(603) 731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 03833

The Harvey’s Casper at Meach Cove
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