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ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL DRIVE/RIDE_AUBURN, NH
OCTOBER 1, 2017
The outing will take place on the Manchester Water
Works property, so please try to arrive in time for the
briefing. You may go out anytime after briefing. MWW
has installed a gate that will make it much easier for
the folks with large trailers to get into the field. The
many loops and trails we all remember are open and a
there is a beautiful 6 mile loop around Tower Hill Pond.
You may encounter bikes, and hikers with dogs, all
dogs are required to be on leashes.
This is a delightful and popular drive/ride and not to be missed.For more information see the attached
flyer or call Eric and Linda Wilking 603-731-0513 or email: eewlsw@gmail.com

BRANCH HILL FARM DRIVE/RIDE OCTOBER 15TH
Beautiful dirt roads and cart paths of Branch Hill Farm (Milton Mills, NH)
along the Salmon Falls River.
For drivers - there will be a 5+ mile loop (NOTE: due to the width of the
cart paths it is recommended that only single horse carts and carriages
be driven at this event. A pair of minis should be ok.)
For riders – there is a 5+ mile or 11+ mile loop.
The 5+ mile loop for drivers and riders is on fairly flat ground with only a
couple of very slight hills. The 11+ mile trail consists of the 5+ mile loop
and another 6+ miles across Applebee Rd.
There will be light refreshments. Please bring water for yourself and your
horse(s). No facilities available.
Ride/Drive starts at 9 am. Please bring the GSCA and the Branch Hill
Farm liability waivers because both must be present to ride/drive or be a
passenger in a cart/carriage.

Please RSVP (preferably by email) cindy.schlener@charter.net to Cindy a week prior to the ride so that
she has an idea of how many are coming to the ride/drive.
Details and directions are in the attached flyer.

Rail Trail Outing Increases in Popularity and Options
by Connie Moses, Host

RAIL TRAIL OUTING INCREASES IN POPULARITY AND OPTIONS
August 13 was a perfectly gorgeous day
for horsing around, and many folks did
just that at GSCA’s Potter Place Rail Trail
Outing in Andover, NH. Attendance count
was 28, a new record in our fourth year
of enjoying the Northern Rail Trail!
Two directions were available for out-andback on the Rail Trail, one of the most
recently-opened trail sections, boasting
ideal level ledgepack footing, wide
shoulders, and long sight lines. Carriage
drivers headed north towards Danbury,
and riders had the choice of either going
that direction OR heading east towards
Andover. Several riders chose to go the
Danbury direction, to introduce their
riding horses to carriages.

Jody Feather
The Danbury option featured two loop-outs on mostly dirt roads, for mileage options of 6.5, 7, 8.5, or 13
miles. The Trail itself went along streams and a pond or two. The dirt roads, mostly in Wilmot and
Danbury, were quiet and featured rural farmland and some scenic views. Going towards Andover there
were ponds alongside, refurbished trestle bridges, a covered bridge option, plus a few woods trails to
explore. At Potter Place (a spacious park-and-ride) is located the Andover Historic Society Museum in the
old Railroad Depot, having a caboose as part of the exhibits.

The area is very horse-friendly and local riders use
it frequently. The Trail is maintained by Friends of
the Northern Rail Trail, volunteers who quickly
responded to our prior report of a downed tree
over the trail and cleared it out a couple days
before the outing. Some of the FNRT group
dropped in to visit. Other users besides equines
are bikers, walkers and joggers, some with dogs on
leash.
Hosts Connie and Rick Moses, with a clubpurchased permit from NH Dept. of Natural and
Cultural Resources for GSCA’s event, opened gates
on the Danbury section for carriage access, and
closed them at the end of the day. Sonja Cahill
rode in their carriage with them, helped take many
photos, and also assisted with gates; all
thoroughly enjoyed the excursion. A group of
bikers proved to be very friendly and helpful
as they stopped to help re-close some of the
heavy bar gates.
A new option this year was offered when
Russell Lunt, a friend of the Moses’, offered
horse camping on his farm overnight on
Saturday before Sunday’s outing. The Lunt
farm adjoins the Rail Trail in Wilmot.
Connie Moses, Host
Melissa Every & Ruth driving Dan the
Shetland.
Clara in back. Her niece Rivkah
driving mini Buck.

Riders Nell & Deb Harvey chat with Susan & Russell
Lunt who kindly offered camping space for participants

Sonja Cahill chats with the Lunts &
“friend”

PEMI RIVER TRAIL OUTING DRAWS GOOD CROWD
Lots of happy smiles and well behaved horses arrived at
Sanbornton Town Park on Sunday, August 20th, which turned out
to be an absolutely fantastic day for our Sanbornton Pemi Ride/
Drive. Temps in the 70’s and a cool breeze left us without a single
bug in site!
Riders and drivers arrived for the 9am registration and description
of the trails. Two rider loops 8 and 12 miles, with two options for

drivers as well a 5, 8 or 13 mile
drive. We had 35 attendees 23 registered GSCA members
with 12 new and renewals
signing up that morning. The Town Park was chock full of trailers, so much so that the Chief of

Police

tried to stop by and didn’t pull all the way in so that he didn’t take up space for parking trailers!

I have to thank my
friends and neighbors
James and JoAnne
Bousquet who allowed
the loop up from the
river to pass through
their property and their
dog Bella for staying in
the house during our
ride so we didn’t upset
her, and special thanks
to Joe Fowler who

graciously spent Saturday with me making and putting up directional signs. He also helped my dear BF
Curt clear some grown over trails so that we could have a great time on Sunday. I also wish to thank the
Army Corp of Engineers for allowing us a special use permit for driving on their property. Thank you to all
who attended and made it such a great day.
Next year is already in the planning with new trails in the planning!
Laure Graham,Host

PICKPOCKET ROAD ARENA DRIVING TRIAL (ADT)
The second of a series of 3 educational Arena Driving Trials
(ADT) hosted by Linda & Eric Wilking and supported by the
American Driving Society was held on Sunday, September 10
on Pickpocket Road in Brentwood, NH. This ADT had a bi a
better way to have a birthday party then with a few dozen of our
driving friends. As you will see in the pictures the cake was
very appropriate to finish the day.
For those of you not completely familiar with competitive
driving, an Arena Driving Trial or ADT is a smaller version of a
full Combined Driving Event (CDE). It starts with a driven
dressage test, moves to a cones course and finishes with 2
obstacles, each driven twice. The idea of an ADT, is that is can
all be accomplished inside an arena so it can be an all-season
activity. We chose to set it up outside but the same principles
remain, we used our dressage ring for the obstacles in the
afternoon.
By 10am, 15
drivers had
arrived at the
field.
Horses,
Ponies and Minis
(VSE) were here to compete.
Many entries were from
Granite State Carriage Association and the Maine Driving
Club members, Barbara Chadwick, Marcia Cloutier, Andrea
Coursey, Micki Dutton, Janet Oliver and Tina Silva. The
day was a huge success, full of fun and great food.
The VSE’s complete in a 40 x 20 meter ring, just their size.
Georgia Barry placed 1st the VSE Training Division followed
by Marcia Cloutier and Tina Silva; Kassi Farrar won the
VSE Preliminary Division followed by Lelia

Tina Silva

McNeff. The ring then opened up to 80 x 40 meters with
Diego Rubio winning the Training Pony Division followed
closely by Lisa Brook-Smets, Lori Stammer and Micki
Dutton; Elsie Rodney won the Training Horse Division
followed by Heidi Johnson, Rachel Nydam and Andrea Coursey;
Janet Oliver won the Preliminary Division followed by Barbara
Chadwick.

After all training and preliminary competitors
finished we opened up the ring up
even larger to 100 x
40 meters and Janet Oliver also competed at the
Intermediate level posting an overall score of 68.67.
A special thank you to Granite State Carriage Association
members Susan Koso the judge, and Stephanie Merrill the
scorer, as well as countless volunteers for making this
second of three educational ADT’s a huge success.
All scores from these Pickpocket Road ADT’s, Boo Martin’s
Touchstone ADT, Mary Gray’s Winning Spirits ADT, the
May 7 Mid State Riding Club and May 14 GMHA ADT will
be entered into fun filled final year end 2017 New England
ADT Championship with prizes and a Champion and
Barbara Chadwick
Reserve ribbon. You must
have 3 scores to enter, so if you
don’t have a 3rd score yet, no
worries, Linda & I look forward to
hosting our final date on Sunday,
October 22.
Come join your
friends to compete or volunteer
and have fun in an educational/
low stress environment.
Again, thank you all very much!
Linda & Eric Wilking

Sue Koso, Judge. Deb Cinnamon, Scribe & Eric Wilking

LETTER FROM LONG TIME -BUT NOW RETIRED -MEMBER BARBARA HURLD
August 27th
Dear Mr. Wilking
Thank you for sending me my copy of my happily remembered news. Just while I think of my address now
- in a home for old ladies, here in city of Haverhill, Mass. After spending my whole life out in the country.
I’m 91 years old and had to give up my beloved horses several years ago. Just could’t do it any longer.
I remember, years ago that we had a list that we wrote every drive we made & where we went. When that
list was filled - and thrown away! Too much of all the records to keep any more.
We were a very friendly group, like a family
Now I read there are many vehicles, pulling good trailers, staying over night - prepared for person and
horses - wonderful!

I smile when I read there are so many people driving - and riding. I thought horses had dwindled - big
smile to read I’m wrong.
Thanks for sending me the news. I love to learn about it all.
Keep up your excellent work!
Truly
Barbara Hurld
Room 3H
Ivy Hill Court
337 Main Street
Haverhill 07530
Sorry my writing has failed a lot!

2017 MASSACHUSETTS TRAILS CONFERENCE
Building Trails - A Path to Vibrant Communities Hilton Double Tree Inn |
Leominster, MA
This is the closest conference of its kind for NH trail enthusiasts to attend. Bring what you learn to our
trails.
Hands on Workshops November 2nd Learn how to construct an accessible trail, build a bog bridge,
sustainable trail building basics, or get
your chainsaw safety certification the day before the full
conference begin.
Field Trips November 3rd. Take a tour of trail projects both completed and in the works in central
Massachusetts and glean valuable idea and inspiration to take home.
Full Conference & Breakout Sessions November 4th.Come learn from professional trail builders,
planners, designers, state officials, community trail stewards and others about the tools, sources &
strategies used on trail projects around the state.
For schedule see:http://www.masstrailsconference.com/schedule.html

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

SEPT 22-24
802 457

GMHA FALL DRIVING CLASSIC. S. Woodstock,VT. Contact:
1509 ext. 203 or amber@gmhainc.org

SEPT 23

TOUCHSTONE FARMS FALL FUND RAISER “DENIM & DIAMONDS AT THE
FARM.” Temple, NH. Watch website for details www.touchstone-farm.org for
auction & event updates.

OCT. 1

GSCA 19TH ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL DRIVE Auburn.NH Contact:
Linda & Eric Wilking (603) 731-0513 or eewlsw@gmail.com

OCT. 15

LAURA FOUNDATION POKER TRAIL RIDE FOR AUTISM & EPILEPSY.
Freedom, NH Trails wide enough for carriages! The cost is $25 per rider, $5
for extra poker hands. We have also had in years past, merchandise for sale that
day. 100% of all proceeds go directly to the Laura Foundation.
Contact:mwvmobilevet@gmail.com

OCT. 15

GSCA BRANCH HILL DRIVE.Milton Mills,NH Contact: Cindy Schlener
cindy.schlener@charter.net

.OCT 7-8

SARATOGA ASSOCIATION COMBINED TEST & DRIVING TRIAL. Valtie, NY Juddge:
Muffy Seaton. Contact:Jeff Morse (413) 822-9462 or greenmeads@gmail.com

OCT. 9

CLINIC BY MUFFY SEATON. after above trial Akers Acres, 2237 State Farm Rd.
Valtie,NY 12184. Contact: Carol Frank.

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A RECRETIONAL HORSE CLUB FOR DRIVERS AND RIDERS
JOIN US NOW JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________
Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____
Renewal__________
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________
TOTAL SENT__________________________
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?_________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00 up to 2 adults & children under 18.
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call: Treasurer Eric Wilking
(603) 731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 038

Denise Gagnon drives her pair on the Andover Rail Trail
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