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 DRIVE THE SANBORN SIDE OF THE PEMIGEWASSET  RIVER 
AUGUST 20TH 

Ride and drive the road less traveled along the Army Corp of Engineers trail along the Pemigewasset River 
floodplain, the Sanbornton side of the famous Hill Village. Gates usually closed to wheeled vehicles will be 
opened for a unique opportunity to drive this secluded trail. This trail has a steep road in but once in the 
flood plain it is quite flat. The floodplain trail is road-wide and is dirt, sandy and in some places with some 
gravel on top, depending on the repair conditions from the prior spring or if recent heavy rains 
necessitated flooding and subsequent repair. This trail is three miles in to the old Sanbornton Bridge 
Abutments. The trail ends as it becomes private property beyond the bridge abutments. In the old days 
you could continue on to New Hampton and Bristol. Stop to enjoy the view, then turn around to return the 
same way as driving in.  

Riders may continue across the bridge and follow a trail up to meet up with Knox Mountain Road then 
follow Knox Mountain Road to turn right at Bennett’s Ferry Road to return to the Town Park.  

An extended route along tree-lined dirt backroads of Sanbornton can add another 6 miles to your route 
passing some of the most historic and lovely properties, farms and old cemeteries of Sanbornton. The 
ghosts of Sanbornton will appreciate hearing again the clip clop and cart sounds of its not so distant past. 
This route has some long steep inclines/declines so your horse’s fitness should be considered.  

See previously sent and attached flyer for all the details.  Contact: Laurie Graham   
laurieagraham@gmail.com 603 990 6867. 

HANCOCK DRIVE/RIDE LABOR DAY WEEKEND      SEPTEMBER1-3 

Come for one day or all three days and enjoy the lovely scenery of the Monadnock Region  

OVERNIGHT CAMPING AVAILABLE, Fri–Sat nights   

Join us to ride or drive on the historic back roads of Hancock, NH. Some tar, lots of dirt roads. If 
you have been to this event before you already know how spectacular the Monadnock Region is. 
This drive will offer three, five, and seven mile loops for driving and riding.  
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Please call ahead to let us know when you 
plan on joining us! We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

 
Contact: Cresca Albright • 603-525-3314 • 

overlooked1@comcast.net 
Address: 108 Bennington Road, Hancock, NH 

03449 

LOOK TO THE MOUNTAIN – 2017 

2017 Comments & Reflections  

���
The Townsend/Jetty Family with Becky Greenan at Mt. View  

Another great turnout for our 16th year. The following are some of our participants’ comments we’d like to 
share. Please also see Megan Jetty’s delightful account of her experience at Chocorua this year further in this 
newsletter:  

From Holly Sarri, Asby, MA:  

“Since our first trip to Chocorua with GSCA in 2014 we have been hooked. It’s always the highlight outing of 
our summer (and we do A LOT of horse camping!)We get to unplug and reconnect with friends from near and 
far. The mountain trails and winding dirt roads are just perfect and every year we manage to find new 
places to explore with our horses.Beautiful rivers to let the horses splash in, Lake Chocorua to float in and 
amazing views around every corner are just a few of the reasons we love the “Look to the Mountains” Ride & 
Drive. Keep up the good work GSCA – we are so lucky to be part of such a dedicated club. Thanks again!”  
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From Dawn & Keith Fortier, Gent, NY:  

"As usual we had a great weekend at the Look to the Mtn. drive/ride. It is such a beautiful place to camp 
and the dirt roads and trails are great for driving. After a day of driving (or hiking) it is nice to go to the lake 
with follow club members for a relaxing swim in the lake. Thank you to Sonja and Bob for being such 
hospitable hosts”! 

From Leah Valladares, Conway, NH:  

���   
“‘The Sisterhood of the Riding Pants and Kowboy Ken’ from CT love ‘The Look to the Mountain Ride’ it has 
been part of our annual NH get together since 2011. Without fail Ms. Cannon's property provides us with a 
spectacular view of Mt. Chocorua and a relaxing atmosphere for our horses and flamingos (colorful flock set 
up at campsite) to unwind at the end of the day. From riding to the Great Hill Fire Tower in Hemenway State 
Forest to enjoying an evening swim in Chocorua Lake, there is no shortage of things to enjoy for both riders 
and non-riders. Beautiful trails with easy access from camp, good footing and plenty of water along the way. 
Saturday nights potluck/pizza party gives us all a chance to share our riding/ driving adventures. This year 
the deer flies where so mesmerized by our Flamingo, sticky blue cup carrying hats we didn't noticed them at 
all! Looking forward to 2018!”  

 Leah Valladares & Julie Gigli visiting Peggy            The Sisterhood’s Flamingo Camp  



Gail Greenlaw, Groton, MA - new member & 12,000 competitive miler w/ friend, Linda Staehly  

“We had a great time and will go again. I suggest next time u ask someone to go out last to take ribbons 
down. All campers should leave halters on their horses.”  

 (l) Linda Staehly & Gail Greenlaw   Kathy Mercurio & friends cooling off in Paugus Brook  

From new members, Leeann, Matt, and Nathan Delmonte,, Epping, NH  

“Thanks for organizing such a great ride. We loved this ride because. 1. The whole atmosphere was friendly 
and peaceful for both horses and people. We loved the great access to different trails and the lake was 
super!”  

Special Thanks to the following who helped make this event run smoothly:  

Cindy Schlener: Helped w/sign-ins and ride trails to mark w/ribbons and explore more territory for 
riding. Melinda Rankin-Zimmer: Pickup pizzas and sandwiches for the Sat. night pizza & potluck 
gathering.  

Bob Townsend and family, with Becky Greenan and son, Colin : Bob Townsend helped Bob Cahill 
open/ close gates, post signs, and cut several trees on the trails as well as helping the Cahills pack & 
unpack their trailer and assisting other campers. By the way, Colin hiked up to Mt. Chocorua , to and 
from the trail head, approx. 8 miles round trip. He could have used a horse!  



Rick & Connie Moses: Assisted at the sign-up table. Kathy & Chris Cyr: Picked up coffee and donuts 
                        Friday morning.  

Sonja and Carolyn Townsend driving Ms. Breeze     Stephanie & Kristi Kokal of the HorseTenders w/Sonja  

Lastly, of course, without the generosity of Peggy Cannon and her daughters Lisa and Ellen this event 
would not be possible. They enthusiastically love sharing their very special place in NH with GSCA year 
after year. 

A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER 
Chocorua Mountain trail ride 

By Megan Jette (Age 17) 

For the past three years I have been lucky enough to ride the 15 to 20 miles of trails near Chocorua 
mountain. Peggy Cannon, a very generous woman has let the Granite State Carriage Association camp in 
one of her unused paddocks for many years. This year in particular was one of my favorites. My 
Grandparents, our dog Bo and I loaded three of our horses and left Thursday morning. It was hot when we 
arrived but we quickly set up fencing and got the horses off the trailer as soon as we could. We didn't ride 
out that day but we were able to greet others who came and help others set up their camping areas. The 
night was cool which was refreshing compared to the hot humid afternoon. That evening I took Bo for a 
walk down the road to a small brook. He rolled in the water and ended up pulling me in with him, soaking 
my boots, which made everyone laugh when I got back to the campsite.  

Friday morning was when we finally rode out. Grammy and myself went out with Cindy Schlener 
and Marla Lane we went up the Mountain view trails which is about four or five miles. It was cool in the 
woods and the trails were even despite the small hills, we could trot and canter at our leisure. We split 
ways when we got to the trail by Paugus Brook, which was more of a river,  about another four miles. 
Marla, Gram and I made our way past the river. The trail by the brook was more even than the Mountain 
View trail, not to mention beautiful, so we were able to canter for much of the way. Unfortunately I lost my 



crop in the woods and after walking with Grampy about three miles we were unable to find it  but it's a 
small price to pay for the fun that was had.  

Friday, again was hot and humid so many campers, including myself and Grammy, went down to 
the lake. It was about a mile or two away from our campsite. The water was just the right temperature to 
be cool on the hot day but warm enough not to make you shiver, and it had a fabulous view of the 
mountain. That night was spent greeting more campers who arrived and socializing, hearing tales of loose 
horses late in the previous night. Friday night we were joined by my younger sister, Paige, my Mom and 
our close friend Becky along with two other horses. The rest of the evening was pretty uneventful.  

Saturday was less humid but we still set out early in the Day. Grammy and I took Paige, Mom and 
Becky on the trails we rode the previous day. I don’t think  I’ve ever had a more relaxing and fun ride than 
I did on all three days we rode in Chocorua. Once again that afternoon we went to the lake; this time it 
was filled with jokes and laughter and splashing. That night was the potluck and our fabulous host came 
to thank all of us for coming each year and we reciprocated the same amount, if not more, gratitude for 
allowing us to come back each year.  

Sunday was the last day there we rode out early deciding on the same trail as the previous days. 
We packed up and loaded the horses for the ride home. With one last look at the mountain we drove off 
and it was all behind us. That weekend was one that will stay with me for years to come, the memories left 
playing back in my head like a movie. 

  

            UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

     

AUG. 20 GSCA PEMI RIVER DRIVE/RIDE    
  Sanbornton,NH.Contact: Larie Graham.  
  laurieagraham@gmai.com. 

SEPT 1-3 GSCA LABOR DAY WEEKEND CAMPING  
  OUTING Hancock, NH. Contact: Cresca  
  Albright. overlooked1@comcast.net 

SEPT 5-11 GSCA ACADIA MEETUP TWO. Mt Desert,ME 
  Contact: Connie Moses.    
  cmoses@metrocast.net. 

SEPT 23 TOUCHSTONE FARMS FALL FUND   
  RAISER “DENIM & DIAMONDS AT THE  
  FARM.” Temple, NH. Watch website for  
  details www.touchstone-farm.org for  
  auction & event updates. 

OCT. 15 LAURA FOUNDATION POKER TRAIL  
  RIDE FOR AUTISM & EPILEPSY.    
  Freedom, NH  Trails wide enough for  
  carriages!  The cost is $25 per rider, $5  
  for extra poker hands. We have also had  
  in years past, merchandise for sale that  
  day. 100% of all proceeds go directly to  
  the Laura Foundation.    
  Contact:mwvmobilevet@gmail.com 
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HORSE SELF IMPROVEMENT IN 20 EASY STEPS 
posted on the CD-L list by Karen Nowak in January 2000 

 1. I will NOT roll in streams when my human is on my back. 
 2. I will NOT leap over large nonexistent obstacles when the whim strikes. 
 3. I will NOT walk faster on the way home than I did on the way out. 
 4. I will NOT bite my farrier's butt just to say "Hi". 
 5. I will NOT confuse my human's blond hair for really soft hay. 
 6. I will NOT blow my nose on my human. 
 7. I will NOT try to mooch goodies from every human within a one-mile radius. 
 8. I will NOT lay totally flat in my stall with my eyes glazed over and my legs straight out and pretend I 
 can't hear my human frantically screaming  "Are you asleep?" 
 9. I will NOT chase the ponies into the electric fence to see if it is on. 
10. I will promise NEVER to dump the wheelbarrow of manure over while my human is mucking my stall. 
11. I will NOT grab my lead rope in my mouth and attempt to lead myself. 
12. I will NOT pull my shoes off the day after being shod just to prove that  I can. 
13. I am NEITHER a beaver nor a carpenter. I promise I won't eat or orally remodel the barn or the new 
 fences. 
14. I am NOT a Shin'a'in Battlesteed. I will NOT act like one. 
15. I WILL forgive my human for my very bad haircut, even though I look ridiculous. 
16. I WILL accept that not every carrot is for me. 
17. I will NOT bite the butt of the horse in front of me during a trail ride just to say "Hi". 
18. I will NOT jump in the air and turn 180 degrees every time I see a deer. 
19. I will understand that deer are NOT carnivorous. 
20. I will NOT do my Teleport Trick when my human is searching for me. 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB  

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 

Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________  
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________ 
TOTAL SENT__________________________ 
Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.   

Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking  
(603) 731-0513 

Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 038 

 



THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION 
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor 
137 Old Tilton Road 
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224 

                                                                                                                                 


