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2017 ANNUAL MEETING AND FUNDRAISER AUCTION 

The annual GSCA Members’ meeting, held on March 12th at the Red Blazer in Concord, 
NH, was well-attended. Forty-plus members and guests enjoyed the very spacious 
private meeting room and raved about the Italian buffet, topped off with Black Forest 
cake. The pre-dinner cocktail hour provide much socializing, meeting of new folks and 

catching up with horse-loving friends. 

The featured speaker, C. Peter James, Secretary of the Abbot-Downing Historical Society, 
presented an interesting slide show and discussion. The mission of the society is to 
educate people about the significance of the Concord Coach and its relationship to our 

history and lives today. (Go to www.concordcoach.org for more information about Abbot-
Downing Historical Society). 

Officers Elected 

During the business meeting, President Jean Harvey announced the results of the ballot 

count, electing/reelecting the following directors and officers:  

 Isabel (“Boo”) Martin and Dave Herrick were reelected as directors,  

 Connie Moses was reelected as Vice President  

 Eric Wilking was reelected as Treasurer.   

Congratulations to all and many thanks for your service. Volunteers are essential to our 
little club. 

Jean also presented highlights of our very successful 2016 season. GSCA had over 80 

active participants at 8 recreational driving/riding outings, exclusive of the planning 
meeting and annual dinner meeting which frequently also draw several horseless folks!  
In addition to the usual outings, the fun Cones schooling day hosted by the Wilkings 

 

http://www.concordcoach.org


was so successful that three such events are on the 2017 calendar. The two unofficial 
Acadia meet-ups, in June and September, were also well-attended.  We look forward to 
many of the same events and some new ones in 2017. 

Connie Moses was named MVP for 2016.  Connie is always willing to step up and lend a 

hand, be it with planning or hosting events, or dealing with board business.  In addition, 
Connie updates and maintains GSCA’s website and administers the FaceBook page and 
the blog, launched in 2016. The Northeast Consolidated Driving Calendar project was 
spearheaded by Connie in 2016 and was well-received by the carriage-driving 

community.  Connie has agreed to oversee this project again this year and the various 
participating organizations 
are already uploading their 
events. 

Participation Award 

Rick and Connie Moses 
received the Participation 

award for 2016 with 5 
outings to their credit. 
Runners-up with 4 outings 
each were also recognized:  

M a c y G o d d h a r t , J e a n 
Harvey, Holly Saari, and 
Cindy Schlener I t was 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e 

participation award plaque 



will be retired as there is no more room to add names.  In lieu of the plaque, all past 
recipients since 1983, as well as future recipients, will be memorialized and recognized 
on GSCA’s website. 

And The Auction 

.As usual, the highlight of the evening was the always funny, rowdy and successful 
FUNd-raising Auction.  GSCA Treasurer, Eric Wilking once again acted as auctioneer, 
assisted by Bob Cahill, as (hilarious) model, and Linda Wilking, as auction treasurer. 
Just under $1,000 was realized from the auction and donations.  This annual event is 
GSCA’s ONLY fundraising activity.  We rely solely on members’ dues, donations, and 
auction proceeds to meet our clubs’ expenses. Warm thanks to all donors and 
purchasers. 

All-in-all, the 2017 Annual Members’ Meeting and dinner was a resounding success. It 
was good to see all who attended and we look forward to seeing you again at the                           
2017 GSCA evenes.  Renee Wormell 



 FIRE  PREVENTION IN THE BARN 
by Barbara Haertiein posted on the CDL list Dec. 2000. 

<<We also used the tank into the winter, but never got the drain plug heater because the horse played 
with the submerged in a cage heater and set the tank on fire.   ...   Yep, she burned to the water line.   Not 
much use for a 5" tall water tank.   It was a really nice tank except for flamability problem, and they said 
"don't use with a heater".  They were not kidding.>> 

Heaters and plastics just don't mix!  Over Thanksgiving there was a devastating barn fire in NJ caused by 
an immersion heater in a plastic bucket.  A racing stable went up in flames and 20 horses died - only one 
was saved.  The fire dept responded within 7 min of the initial call, but it was too late to help these horses. 
(BTW - heaters were not allowed and were regularly confiscated when found, but somebody used one 
anyway!) 

So lets use this as a reminder to look again at our own operations and try to correct some of the problems 
that could lead to a fire.  FYI, looking back over several yrs at 4 bad fires in the area - they were caused by 
arson, lightning strike, immersion heater in a water bucket and a pile of oily rags in a can.   While we 
cannot control the first 2, we can certainly do something about the later.   Clutter and piles of junk are 
breeding grounds for fire or its spread.   Cobwebs in the barn become highly flammable as soon as they 
become dusty (almost immediately) - so take the time to de-cobweb your barn frequently.    And need we 
say more about water heaters in plastic? 

After the lightning fire, HCH&PA asked the County Fire Marshall to give a talk about barn fires and 
protecting our barns/horses.   He showed a dramatic video demonstrating the progression of a house-fire.  
By the time smoke alarms are activated the fire has a great start and the house is filled rapidly with 
blinding smoke.  By the time a fire is visible outside the structure, there is often little you would be able to 
do to save anything inside. 

For our program and because of the previous barn fire, our FM toured the county looking specifically for 
"horse" barns.  Here are a few things he noted that aren't usually mentioned and his recommendations. 
1       Many horse barns are not visible from the road and are poorly marked - put up a sign readable from 
 the street at night at the entrance with your farm name or house number - they can't help you if 
 they can't find you 
2       Some driveway entrances aren't wide enough to allow big trucks to turn off the narrow street - A  
 wider entrance will help them (and you with that new super-delux long trailer you've been  
 dreaming of). 
3          When fire officials heard 'barn fire' their assumption had been a storage structure for hay etc, not 
 one with live animals and definitely not one which might house people.  They always respond  
 quickly, but even more effort is made when lives are at stake than when its just a building - make 
 sure you are clear people or animals are involved when you call in the fire and take time to get to 
 know your local fire company so they know you and what your set-up is. 
4       Many barns were very cluttered - 'nuf said 
5       Very few barns had sprinkler systems or hard-wired fire/smoke-alarms to a nearby domicile.  This 
 can be costly, it is not required by code in barns, but worth it to a larger operation. 
6       Long aisles with exits at either end are common - in a fire, it would be difficult to get the horses in 
 the middle of the barn out. 
7       Most barns don't have out an evacuation plan - in the lightning fire, grooms released the horses and 
 shut the stall doors behind them which saved them from running back to their stalls, but the loose 
 horses became a hazard to the firefighters and their equipment and 2 ran out to a main road 
 with fatal results.   He suggests planning where you will put them once you are out of the building 
 (i.e. unattached ring/field) and practicing it. 

An article in The Chronicle a few years ago regarding emergencies suggested a few more things to consider: 



Do you have a priority on which animal to get out first? 
Does everyone at your barn understand that people's safety MUST be considered FIRST. 
Does everyone know where the phone and the fire extinguishers are? - in the barn and house? 
And is there a list of emergency numbers prominently displayed by the phone? 

Having fire extinguishers in the barn is another simple precaution.   The FM said one at every entrance, 
make sure its not buried, but consider covering it with a cover marked FIRE to keep them functioning in a 
“dusty" environment.   It should be at least 10-15lb A-B-C rated and checked annually for charge. CO2 
extinguishers contain sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) which can compress like a rock and become 
useless over time unless you periodically loosen up the powder by turning the extinguisher upside down 
(you will feel it move).   If it doesn't, you can sometimes shake it loose by tapping the extinguisher lightly 
against a table or wall, BUT this is not recommended if the extinguisher has plastic fittings (which can jar 
loose too - and make the whole thing unusable).  Final reminder - fire extinguishers run out quickly.  They 
are really for a very small fire or to help get you out of the building. 

Our fire training meeting ended with the firefighters lighting several wood and hay fires and letting us have 
at it with the extinguishers - (a local supplier loaned the extinguishers for the cost of refilling them).  Well 
worth setting up in YOUR area. 

I'm sure there are lots more things we can do to increase the fire-safety of our stables.   This is just a 
reminder to not only think about it, but to DO IT, TOO! 
Barbara & Tricia in NJ 

ARENA DRIVING TRIAL, TOUCHSTONE FARM 
SUNDAY APRIL 23RD. 

Features "Green as Grass" Division as well as Training and Preliminary.   Come fuzzy. None of us have 
been able to practice much due to the long winter.  Use this schooling opportunity to get your horse, pony 
or VSE out and about. Lots of hands on deck to help make this a friendly, happy, safe and fun experience. 
Join us and get your spring driving started!   Contact Susan Koso (susan.koso@comcast.net) with any 
questions at .  Details and entry on the Touchstone website at  www.touchstone-farm.org   We want YOU 
to join us!  



TOUCHSTONE DRIVING IMMERSION WEEK MY 8TH TO 12TH 

Whether you are a new driver or an old hand, we have the information and clinicians for you.  This week is 
truly an immersion into driving. Bring your own turnout or use one of ours.   Lots of time in the carriages 
blended with presentations and demos galore.   Also an opportunity for those wishing to take either the 
PATH, Intl. therapeutic driving instructor certification or the CAA Driver Proficiency Exam at Level 1 or 2.  
Let our clinicians prepare you to succeed in your certifications!   Finally, this is a great opportunity for 
those of you who have physical or cognitive challenges to join us on either Thursday or Friday to see what 
the sport of carriage driving is all about!   With clinicians like , Holly Pulsifer, Susan Koso, Scott Monroe, 
Lauren Fitzerald, George Paffendorf and George Stolz, we will have a great teacher for all levels.  
Participants are welcome to come for the whole week or one day.   Preference is giving to those attending 
the whole week.  Look at our website as www.touchstone-farm.org for more information and the schedule. 
On site lodging and stabling available.  Picture 6685 goes with this one. 

SPRING TRAIL RIDE AND DRIVE  
Barre Riding and Driving Club 

Saturday May 6, Felton Field, Barre, MA. 
13 & 15 Mile Trail Routes  
Gravel Roads, Rail Bed, Woods Trails and a little Tar.  
Drivers need to call ahead for driving routes.  
Camping available (NO HOOK-UPS)  
Bathroom facilities  
Full Breakfast, Home Cooked Lunch at Felton Field and Lunch on Trail Provided on Saturday.  
Pot luck Supper Friday Night. ( Bring Your Favorite Dish)  
Campfires at Night  
Registration 8:00-9:30 AM  
$25.00 Ride Fee  
NEHT AFFILIATED  
2016 MILEAGE AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN OUT AT THIS RIDE  
Please Note NEGATIVE COGGINS TEST IS REQUIRED  
Riding Helmets required for all riders 18 years and younger.  
Link for the Spring Ride Entry Form: http://www.barreridingdrivingclub.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/
docs/BRDC_Spring_Trail_Ride_Reg_Form89175344.27152803.pdf 
… 

                      UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 
  

April 22 SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CARRIAGE ASSN. ARENA DRIVING    
  TRIAL FUN DAY.  Blackbridge farm, Southbridge,MA.  Part show &   
  part clinic. Contact Ginny.  halfpennyginhalf91@charter.net 

April 23 ARENA DRIVING TRIAL, Touchstone Farm, Temple,NH.Contact: Susan Koso  
  susan.koso@comcast.net. Details on website www.touchstone-farm.org 

May 6  SPRING TRAIL RIDE & DRIVE. Barre Riding & Driving Club. Felton Field, Barre,MA. 

  Contact:http://www.barreridingdrivingclub.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/
BRDC_Spring_Trail_Ride_Reg_Form89175344.27152803.pdf

http://www.barreridingdrivingclub.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/BRDC_Spring_Trail_Ride_Reg_Form89175344.27152803.pdf
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May 7 PICKPOCKET ADS ARENA DRIVING TRIAL. Brentwood,NH. Contact: eric & Linda 
  wilking.eewlsw@gmail.com  or 603 731-0513

May 8-12 DRIVING IMMERSTION WEEK. Touchstone Farm, Temple, NH. Info:   
  www.touchstone-farm.org  

May 13 SCHOOLING PLEASURE SHOW. Touchstone Farm.  Temple, NH. Contact:  Susan 
Koso susan.koso@comcast.net. Details on website www.touchstone-farm.org 

May 18-20 .ADAPTIVE CARRIAGE DRIVING WORKSHOP.  The Carriage Barn,   
  Kensington,NH. Contact: Ann at carriage-barn@comcast.net or 603-378-0140  

May 27-8 SUZY STAFFORD DRIVING CLINIC. Runnymede Farm.N.Hampton,NH. Contact:Suzy 
  Stafford (302) 540 5162 ponydriverss@aol.com 

June  DRAWING RAFFLE TO BENEFIT FUTURES FOR STANDARDBREDS. for amazing 
  prizes and tickets contact: Pam Rhodes ffstandardbreds@maine.rr.com 

June 10 BENEFIT HORSE SHOW FOR MAKE A WISH, NH. Lakes Region Riding Academy in 
  Gilford,NH Contact: 

JUNE  15-17 EXTREME MUSTANG MAKEOVER COMPETITION. At the Big E, W. Springfield,MA. 
  Contact: Mustang Heritage Foundation <brittani@mustangheritagefoundation.org for  

  more information, tickets or to compete. 

IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017 
It is that time of year again to renew your membership.   Please take a moment, to use the form 
below and mail your membership or log on to our website and use Paypals to renew today.   Your 
annual family membership of $25 allows the club to function all year.  

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB  

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 

Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________  
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________ 
TOTAL SENT__________________________ 
Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.   

Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking  
(603) 731-0513 

Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383 
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Posted on the internet by Cresca Albright 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION 
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor 
137 Old Tilton Road 
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224 

                                                                                                                                 


