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FEBRUARY 2017
GSCA SLEIGH RALLY A BIG SUCCESS
Jeff and Annie Paquin, Loudon NH
Jeff and I headed out bright and early on Sunday February 19th with our sleigh and our Morgan
mare SC Island Fancy. We followed perfect directions to Bob and Carolyn Townsend's beautiful
farm in Lebanon, NH. I was very excited to receive the invitation to go sleighing, and thrilled that
we got plenty of snow to really solidify the plan.
The parking was very good, lots of room to turn, I always appreciate that. We met Carolyn and her
family, signed in, with Becky Greenan and enjoyed some breakfast treats. I was thrilled to be
joined by Denise Gagnon and her beautiful Paint, Tobey, and Courtney Duclos, with the four year
old Mustang that she trained herself, his name is Nikon.
Denise sleighed, Courtney rode, and
both took great care of us sleighing.

Sleigh day participants and spectators
L_R Anne Paquin & Fancy, Denise Gagnon & Toby, Courtney Duclos riding the bay.

I also met up with a couple more good friends, Patty
Sanborn, and Leslie Baxter, it was wonderful to see
them. Patty pitched in when I asked her to check our
sleigh before we headed out, I'm such a nervous Nellie!
We had many people came to watch the sleighing and
one brave soul (Claudia Libis) decided to catch a ride on
the bobsled with Carolyn. Claudia mentioned to Becky
that "she was nervous, but she loved it.”
Fancy was a fireball as we followed after Denise and
Courtney out and around the fields, which had wide,
groomed paths for the sleighs.
The views from the
huge hay fields we drove were breathtaking, it was a
bright sunny day with brilliant blue sky. We walked,
trotted, and loped around the edges of the fields.

Same folk as above.

Other drivers were our
hostess, Carolyn Townsend
with her four year old Morgan
(photo above) and
Jean
Harvey with her
very cute
pinto pony, Pixey. Miikayla
Anderson was Jean's groom for
the day. Tina and Rick Silva
drove with their adorable
Shetland (miniature) horse
who pulled a custom sled.
We returned to the farm yard,
put our horses up, and had
Paquins & Courtney Duclos

lunch with everyone. Home
made chili, cornbread, and oatmeal raisin
cookies from the Townsend family really hit
the spot, and was much appreciated.
I had a phenomenal day, and I can't thank
the Townsend's and the club enough for
putting on this sleigh drive, it has to be in
my top five driving days. It is so much
work organizing equine events, and anyone
could tell that the Townsend family are
dedicated to equestrian sports, and of each
other. Thank you!
Jean Harvey & Pixey

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED WITH HORSES?
Members Please Send Pix and Blurbs!
Your GSCA Board and other members have started the ball rolling, now it’s your turn!
Please send us pictures for the next Newsletter of your earliest horse activities and things you first did
with horses. How did you get interested? Who were your first horses and what were they like? What was it
you first loved to do with them?
If your pix are prints and you can’t make copies, mail to us and we can scan them and return to you
safely. Please ID and caption each pix, and do write something about them for us. If you have no photos,
please just send a brief write-up to share with the club.
Thanks, send to: Connie Moses, cmoses@metrocast.net
snail mail: 141 Gunstock Hill Road Gilford NH 03249 603-490-9694

CAMPING WITH HORSES
New Hampshire Horse Council Presentation
Saturday March 18 1:45PM, talk at 2PM Suncook Business Park, Allenstown,NH
Have you ever wondered about camping with your horse? Maybe you have done horse camping but want
some ideas or to share ideas about improving the experience? Maybe you would like to learn about hosting
an overnight weekend ride. Our speaker Pat Darmofal, Cross State Trail Rider, has a lifetime of experience.
Please join us for an interesting afternoon and support your NHHC Trails Committee. We would love to
meet our equine trail community!!! NHHC Members Free, Non-members $10 but this will include a NHHC

.

membership making future clinics and talks free. Light lunch for all

DREAMS CAN COME TRUE
by Sonja Cahill
My earliest fascination with horses was inspired by watching American cowboy movies in my hometown of
(postwar) Munich, Germany. As a young girl, we always had a cat in our small apartment, but to dream of
ever owning a horse, well, that was out of the question… although I could dream about riding one. When I
got my first bike at age 8, it became my ‘make- believe’ horse. We would ride along the banks of the Isar
River and gallop over hill and dale just like those American cowboys!
I was ten when we emigrated to America— to Massachusetts— and those horse dreams started to become
a reality. With some new friends, I began visiting a small Standardbred rehab farm in Lowell that attracted
dozens of young horse-crazy girls (it was a 30-minute bike ride from my home.) I remember the first time
touching their soft coats with that wonderful horsey smell. I was in heaven! My friends and I eagerly
mucked stalls, cleaned tack, brushed horses… and after we learned how to properly lead, tie, and bridle
them, we were allowed to ride bareback while being led.
Only the promising students were eventually allowed to ride alone in the corral. I must have spent hours
on the rail waiting for that opportunity. Summers were spent learning more about different horses’
personalities and their needs. I learned how to hitch a Standardbred to a jog cart, which was being
returned to the track –- to my dismay. I suffered when horses that I nurtured left.
When I was in my mid-teens, I was given the
opportunity to help the farm neighbor’s young
daughter learn how to handle and ride her new pony.
We had lots of adventures together exploring nearby
woods and trails. That eventually led to my realizing
my dream. When I graduated from Commercial
College and had an office job, I informed my mother
that I was planning to get my own horse. She
promptly advised me that she would not be helping
me with that expense!
“Cashdale” was my first horse. He was a retired
Standardbred pacer left to fend for himself in a
pasture with a pond, in Tewksbury MA. The owner
was looking for someone to exercise him and teach
his son how to ride. The problem was that boy and
horse never got along. Yet, girl and horse did. Soon
the owner moved to NH and took Cashdale with him.
I was heartbroken and offered to buy him as soon as
I found a place to board.
Sonja & Cashdale 1963
I found a nearby former cow farm where I would be allowed to bring “Cash.” A family friend helped make a
stall out of an old cow pen. On July 4th, 1965, we picked up Cash. To my horror, he was skin and bones.
The owner said, “you know he’s an old horse.” He was 18. Cashdale recovered with my attention and a
good pasture. That horse taught me so much. We had such a bond and spent many good years together.
He came with me when I got married. Bob built him his very own little barn with ample turnout. Cash
lived happily to 39!
My next horse was “Sparky Nevada,” a yearling Mustang filly captured in Sparks, Nevada. She was one of
the first wild horses to be shipped to the Northeast for adoption through the Bureau of Land
Management’s “ Adopt-a-Wild Horse” program. I had followed the plight of the wild horse for some time

and wanted to save one. Even though I had never raised a foal or
handled an untouched wild one, I thought that with the help of my
husband, Bob, we could be successful. If not, she would still have a
home.
She was spunky even with swollen legs and a triangular wire cut on her
shoulder. When she was separated from the herd and run through a
chute into the trailer, we headed home and wondered what we had
gotten ourselves into. Once we could get near her, we treated her
wound and slowly gentled her, not without some hair-raising episodes!
But once she began to trust us we were on our way to a 35-year
adventure, which included 3,000 miles of competitive long distance trail
riding and driving, a parade, and pleasure driving/riding with the
GSCA. She was always sound. Her last gift to us was her joyful bucking
and rolling on spring pasture. But, she never got back up.
After Sparky,
several other
good horses
followed.
There was
the Tenn.
Walker “Red
Foxx,” who
belonged to
my
dear
friend B. Hill
Sonja & Sparky Nevada GMHA who gave him
30 mile competitive ride 1995
to me when she
was transferred to
Hawaii. Bob and I with the help of (then) GSCA
members Jim and Nancy Burnham put him to
cart when he was 25 because he could no longer
be ridden due to complications of Cushings
disease. We drove him to age 30 and he passed

Bob driving Red Foxx at Maudsley St. Park 2001
away over the rainbow ridge at 33. He was a
talented gentleman of a horse.
Then there was “Baron,” another off-the track
Standardbred that we only drove as he did not like
being ridden. He was awesome in harness and Bob
liked to say, “let’s put him in 3rd gear” for his
ground-covering extended trot.

Driving Baron in Bethlehem, NH Parade 1989

Eleven years ago we took a 15-year old Mustang
gelding who was headed to slaughter in Canada,
but luckily was rescued by the Ever After Mustang
Rescue in Biddeford, Maine. “Chance” is a
beautiful Palomino that we gambled on as he was
very shy and fearful of people especially men. His
background is sketchy and he obviously had holes
in his training. Bob and I did much groundwork

starting with the basics. He learned easily once he understood what you wanted, although he still has
a wary eye around men. We sent him to Mustang trainers for saddle
work. I rode him leisurely for several years, but he still has issues. We
recently decided to retire him.

Sonja & Chance at Chocora 2013

Chance is content and is bossed around by his stablemate, the
spirited Arabian mare, “Ms. Breeze” aka “Breezy.” She was much
loved by her former
GSCA owners Barbara
Hurld and Nancy
Slombo. Barbara drove
her for several years,
but sadly had to give
her up due to a back
operation. Then Nancy
Slombo competed her
very successfully in
CDE’s. When Nancy
retired her from competition at 21, Bob
and

I acquired her for pleasure driving. We love Ms. Breeze’s
people-friendly personality and her strong and willing driving
capability. We hope to enjoy her for many more years to
come and eventually she’ll join her predecessors resting
under the pines in their pasture.
Sonja Driving Miss Breezy at
Amesbury Carriage Festival 2012

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Sonja Cahill was a very early
member of GSCA, has served in
every club office, and is now a
Senior Advisor and a life-time
member.

Sonja & Sparky Nevada sleighing 2002

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Mar. 12

GSCA ANNUAL MEETING. The Red Blazer, Concord, NH. Contact: Jean Harvey
jharvey@cli-usa.com

MAY 18-20

ADAPTIVE CARRIAGE DRIVING WORKSHOP. The Carriage Barn,
Kensington,NH. Contact: Ann at carriage-barn@comcast.net or 603-378-0140

June 10

BENEFIT HORSE SHOW FOR MAKE A WISH, NH. Lakes Region Riding Academy in
Gilford,NH

JUNE 15-17 EXTREME MUSTANG MAKEOVER COMPETITION. At the Big E, W. Springfield,MA.
Contact: Mustang Heritage Foundation <brittani@mustangheritagefoundation.org for
more information, tickets or to compete.

IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017
It is that time of year again to renew your membership. Please take a moment, to use the form
below and mail your membership or log on to our website and use Paypals to renew today. Your
annual family membership of $25 allows the club to function all year. Many of our very expensive
costs happen early in the year, like the annual meeting and dinner, and our liability insurance
renewals.

The Officers and Board of Directors want to take a minute and thank all for your past support and
hope we can count on your continued membership and also help with positions on your Board of
Directors and Officers.
Eric Wilking, Treasurer, Granite State Carriage Assn.

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB
DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________
Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____
Renewal__________
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________
TOTAL SENT__________________________
Any Changes from last listing? Yes No What?_________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call: Treasurer Eric Wilking
(603) 731-0513
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383

Spectators enjoy watching Carolyn Townsend GSCA Sleigh Rally hostess and her 4
year old Morgan put to a bobsled. Photo by Elizabeth Jette
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