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MILES STANDISH STATE PARK DRIVE/RIDE WEEKEND  JUNE 17,18,19 

Come explore twenty thousand acres of great 
driving and riding.  Miles and miles of fire roads, 
and many one-way campground roads.  Some 
outer boundary trials are a little sandy and 
stony, but miles and miles of grassy trails, and 
roads.

Camping is at the Charge Pond Campground in 
Myles Standish State Forest.  Area C is 
reserved for just horses, so come camp with 
other equine enthusiasts.  Each individual site is 
large enough for your trailer and you can create 
a pen for your horse. Water is located at several 
locations in the campground, so lugging water is 
not difficult, but a hose is helpful. There is a 
large bath house with showers and toilets.    No 
electricity. 

Reservations are required and campsites are going fast.  So get yours in now.  
http://www.reserveamerica.com
This is a truly great place for driving that has gotten rave reviews from all who have been there.  All the details are on 
the enclosed flyer.

GSCA MEETUP AT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK   JUNE  19 - 28 

Come and enjoy the wonderful carriage roads at Acadia with your GSCA friends.  It is an experience not to 
be missed.  Stay for the whole week or any part of it. You must make your own stall reservations with 
Wildwood stables. (877) 276-3622) Hopefully there will still be still room at this late date.  Experienced 
GSCA Driver Laurie Goodwin (603) 370-1814) attending during these dates can brief you about carriage 
road driving and routes; 

FUN  DAY OF CONES 

 Linda Wilking hosted a “Fun Day of Cones” on May 7, 2016.  The day started off damp with a little 
mist and drizzle, but that dried up by mid morning.  Seven drivers took part in the fun cones schooling 
competition. 

GSCA members, Leslie Baxter, Doug Coursey, Hilary DeAngelis, and Susan Drover all had fun in morning, 
driving the two full courses, then in the afternoon after a great pot luck lunch, they had the chance to 

http://www.reserveamerica.com


“pick their own route” thru a course and finally test their driving 
skill on a progressively more difficult course. 

Sylvia Miskoe 
Susan Drover was the only driver to negotiate the progressive 
course clean.  Six sets of cones were used.  After their wheels 
were measured we added 51cm of clearance to the 1st set, then 
dropping to 40cm, then 30 cm, then 20cm, then 10cm, and                          
finally finishing with the last set at only 5cm of clearance.  
WOW, great job Sue!  

Thank you also to Diego Rubio, Magdalena Kenter and Rachel 
Nydan for competing.  Sonja Cahill wanted to play, but the wet 
week before made it hard to fetch her trailer and safely make the trip                 Leslie Baxter 
north.                                                  

Thanks much to new GSCA member Susan Koso for judging the completion and offing kind words and 
helping   comments  to all,  and a special thank you the Epping “Bits and Spurs” 4-H club for providing 
volunteers to help set cones.                                                                                                  Eric Wilking 

 

EASTER OUTING FOR 
MINIS 

The 65th  annual Easter Dawn 
Service was held on the   shores 

of Fawn Lake, in Bedford, MA at 
6:30am on Sunday, March 27.  
Lay representatives from five of 
Bedford’s churches led the 
service early on Easter morning. 
A brass ensemble performed at 
sunrise while several swans 

drifted by.  Three GSCA members, dressed in their Easter finery attended the service together; Holly Saari 
driving her miniature horse Moonshine’s Lil Candy, Kathy Mercurio driving her mini horse Celeste the 
Rock Star, and Nancy Foley driving her pony Mustang Sally. Attendees were thrilled to see the trio trotting 

down the lane to attend mass and many expressed their excitement after the services. The ladies ended 

their morning with a brisk drive on one of Bedford's unpaved railroad beds.                                                         
            Renee Wormell 

GSCA MEMBERS  AT  TOUCHSTONE  FARM. 

Unfortunately, Boo Martin had to postpone the GSCA “Spring Fling” drive/ride at Touchstone Farm on 
May 1st  due to some cold rainy weather, but the weekend before was great for the “Frostbite” Arena 
Driving Trial (ADT) Series.  On Sunday, April 24 Granite State Carriage was well represented at the show.  
Three of the 15 competitors were from Granite State Carriage. 



Jean Harvey with her pinto pony pair and Susan Rogers competed at the training level and Linda Wilking 
with Spinney at Preliminary.  A good time was had by all.  It gave everyone a chance to get back in the 
show sprit and get ready for another exciting season 

Thanks to Boo for hosting the “Frostbite” series and we look forward to the rescheduled GSCA drive/ride. 
We look forward to attended the rescheduled “Spring Fling” drive/ride at Touchstone Farm later this 
spring.            Renee Wormell 

A GOOD  TIME  WAS  HAD  BY  ALL  AT  THE  TOUCHSTONE  FARM RESCHEDULED  
APPLE BLOSSOM  DRIVE  ON  SATURDAY  MAY 21ST 

The sun shone bright and a cool breeze kept all the bugs away at the rescheduled GSCA Ride and Drive 
hosted by Touchstone Farm in Temple, NH.  This was a pleasant change from the rainy, windy and raw 
day that was the original date for the May 1st drive at Touchstone. 

 Trailers started arriving promptly at 
9:30. Parking was in a big field right below the 
barns at the farm with ample space to unload 
and turn around.  A good crowd assembled 
with 7 carriages and 2 riders in attendance.  
Drive host Boo Martin gave a briefing about the 
routes available to the riders and drivers.  
Distances varied from 4.1 and 5.7miles of 
nearly all dirt 
roads, to 8.8 
miles which 
i n c l u d e d a  

stop at a General Store 
and travel on Rt. 31.  

T h e r o u t e s w e r e 
marked and a color 
coded map was given to 
each team.  Everyone 
went out at a peaceful 
pace with each turnout 
p i c k i n g t h e i r o w n 
speed. 

 The different routes 
wen t pas t a Town 
Pound, some lovely 
homes, streams with 
spring water run-off, 
and nice open fields.  
A z a l e a s a n d L a d y 

Slippers were spotted, as        Doug & Andrea Coursey 
 Sonja & Bob Cahill                               were Apple Blossoms.  Boo noted that her parents used to 
host this same drive over 30 years ago when the  GSCA first began! 

 A refreshment stop was set up at the half way point for all riders and drivers. With a flower 
arrangement and lemonade for the taking, this provided a good breather for the horses after the long trip 



up a hill.  Only Eric and Linda Wilkin braved Rt. 31 and took 
their horse Spinny on the long way. The rest of us were more 
temperate and everyone ended back at the farm in good order. 

 We then went with picnic lunches to eat together at the 
Homestead, the newly renovated historic home at the center of 
the farm.       

This house 
began being 
b u i l t i n 
1754 and 
has unique 
f e a t u r e s 
s u c h a s 
I n d i a n 

Shutters, a 
huge Open 
H e a r t h 

fireplace for cooking, bread ovens, wide   Wilking’s 
Spinney follows the Cahills        and hand pine floor 
boards  stenciled walls.  This  building will soon 
be  put to good use to expand the opportunities for 
riding and   Mary Censer overtakes Boo at Hill Top  

driving at Touchstone Farm. 

Lunch & Dessert in historic Homestead.L-R: Earlene Vetere & husband, Boo Martin, Sonja & Bob Cahill, 
Linda Wilking, Betsy Vaughn, Mary Caesar, Eric Wilking & Barbara Cochrane  

Amid friendly conversation, cake and ice cream, and new friendships forged, the day ended well with 
everyone departing about 2:30PM.  We will look forward to many more drives throughout the summer and 



fall with GSCA.  Thank you to all who came to the first drive of the GSCA season at Touchstone Farm. May 
our paths cross soon and often!                                             Warmly, Boo Martin             

DRIVERS & RIDERS  GROUP  YARD  SALE 

Saturday, June 11th, 8-3 and Sunday, June 12th 8-1. 
 (Setting up Friday afternoon, June 10th) 

Carriages, harness, saddles, other tack, and barn equipment. Machinery, tools, household things, original 
art (equine and other subjects). Plants, and lots of other things you really need! 

Red Iron Pony Farm  24 Whittier St  Newton, NH   hours:  8-3 and 8-1 

DRIVING  TRAINER  WANTED  FOR  RARE  PONY 
A very rare opportunity! Looking for an experienced driving person to train and show a stunning 
Newfoundland Pony gelding. There are less than 400 Nfld Ponies left in the world, 37 in the USA. He is 
fancy, smart, flashy with incredible movement and he knows it! A real showman. He is a resident of Villi 
Poni Farm, Newfoundland Pony Sanctuary, in Jaffrey, NH, a 501c3. Help us promote this critically 
endangered breed. Contact us for more details. Villiponifarm@me.com\ 

INTERESTING HORSE BOOKS 
Both these books are interesting and informative: 

Hollywood Hoofbeats: The Fascinating Story of Horses in Movies and Television, by Petrine 
Day Mitchum (daughter of Robert Mitchum) and Audrey Pavia—The horses that captured the hearts of 
moviegoers— available from Amazon. com, paperback also Kindle versionhttp://www.amazon.com/
Hollywood-Hoofbeats-Fascinating-Horses-Television/dp/1620081334/ref=sr_1_1?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464030408&sr=1-1&keywords=hollywood+hoofbeats 

Understanding Harness— Balanced Draft, Breast Collars, Neck Collars 
by Barb Lee      
available from CAA website/bookstore    
https://caa-bookstore.myshopify.com/search?q=understanding+harness 
 
                 

      UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

   

JUNE 6 LIVE FREE & RIDE FOR RESCUE TRAILRIDE Live & Let Live Farm,  
  Chichester,NH. Contact: (603) 798-5615.www.liveandletlivefarm.org 

JUNE 11 COURSE IN BASIC TRAIL MAINTENANCE FOR VOLUNTEERS. This training 
  is perfect for conservation commissioners, local service clubs, land trust  
  volunteers, private landowners, or anyone wanting to keep community trails 
  in good condition. Peabody Mill Environmental Center 66 Brook Rd.,  
  Amherst,NH  Contact: Emily Lord  emily.lord@unh.edu or (603) 862-1572 

mailto:Villiponifarm@me.com
https://caa-bookstore.myshopify.com/search?q=understanding+harness
http://798-5615.www.liveandletlivefarm.org
mailto:emily.lord@unh.edu


JUNE 9-12 COMBINED DRIVING TEST, SUPER DERBY, CROSS COUNTRY PLEASURE 
  DRIVE, PLEASURE DRIVING SHOW. Colonial Carriage & Driving Society. 
  Orleton Farm, Stockbridge,MA. entries close May 27. Contact: Cindy Tirrell 
  (413)443-7252 or on website colonialcarriage.org 

JUNE 11-12 MAINE DRIVING CLUB LISA SINGER PRIVATE LESSONS.Dover Foxcroft, 
  ME. Contact: Beth  Steinke lonaskye@aol.com (207) 564-3447. 

JUNE 11 & DRIVER & RIDERS GROUP YARD SALE. Red Iron Pony Farm 24 Whittier St. 
JUNE 12 Newton, NH 8-3 & 8-1 

JUNE 17-19 GSCA MILES STANDISH CAMPING OUTING. Carver/Plymouth,MA.  
  Contact: John Heuther (508) 737-4393 johnhuether@gmail.com Eric/
  Linda Wilking (603) 235-8459 (Eric) 731-0513 (Linda) 

JUNE 19-28 GSCA MEETUP AT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK. Seal Harbor,ME. Make  
  reservations ASAP for all or partial dates. Contact: Laurie Goodwin  
  (603)370-1814 

JUNE 17-19 CLINIC WITH GERMAN DRIVER FRANK LUETZ. Contact: Sara St   
  Peter wheelhorse31@gmail.com or (802)728-4806 

JULY 9 DRIVING CLINIC WITH SCOTT MONROE.Snowfields, Pownal, ME. Contact: 
  Patsy O’Brien at mabob1937@gmail.com or (207) 329-0508 or   
  dobrien@maine.rr.com 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB  

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 
Name (include all family 

members):_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________  
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?_________TOTAL 
SENT__________________________ 

Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.   

Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking (603) 
731-0513 

Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 03833 

     

mailto:lonaskye@aol.com
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mailto:dobrien@maine.rr.com


 

Mobile libraries are not useful for remote locations like Central Java Indonesia. Like a 
knight in paperback armor, Ridwan Sururi and his trusted steed, Luna, spread 
knowledge across the communities of the island, helping to educate its many residents. 
Check it out.         sent in by Bill Hatt. 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION 
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor 
137 Old Tilton Road 
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224 
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